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PREFACE. 



Vabious Lives of WycliflFe have ap- 
peared ; of which that by the Rev. 
John Lewis, published in 1719) has 
long been known as the best and most 
ample. A very judicious Life of the 
Reformer was prefixed to the edition 
of his Translation of the New Testa- 
p^ ment» published in 1810 under the 
C^ superintendence of the Rev. Mr. 
^^^ Baber of the British Museum. Ther« 
/^ are various other Memoirs of this 
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vi PREFACE. 

celebrate man, one for example by 
Dr. Milner in his Ecclesiastical His- 
tory. The best brief sketch on the 
subject we owe to Mr. P. F. Tytler, 
the well known author of Lives of the 
Admirable Criehton and of Sir Tho- 
mas Craig, and who is now employed 
in composing a History of Scotland, 
one volume of which is already in the 
hands of the public. But the labours 
of these authors, and of others, did 
not exhaust the subject. On the con- 
traiy, there was a good deal left to 
comM^ wd ^ot a little to add ; and 
it givQS u£| pleasure to say that thia 
taidc haa recently bee^ performed in a 
moatwtisfftctorywaybyMr.yaughaii* . 
Hifi warl(, which consists of two oc« 
tskvo Tolumest and which was pub« 
Ushed in 1828, is entitl^« '' The lafe 
and Opiqions of John de WycUffe^ 
IKD. illu^rated prinqipally from hia 
nAi^Wfihe^ M98. ; with a pr^limi* 
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PREFACE. vii 

nary view of the Papal system, aild of 
the state of the Protestant doctrine in 
Europe, to the commencement of the 
fourteenth century, by Robert Vaugh* 
an." 'Hiis producti<m is distinguished 
equally for minute research, sound 
judgment, and right principles. Mr. 
Vaughan is intimately acquainted 
with contemporary history, both ec- 
clesiastical and civil, and has perused 
almost all the writings that have been 
ascribed to Wycliffe. He has supplied 
many defects and corrected many 
errors : and we regard his work as» 
on the whole, one of the most authen- 
tic and interesting pieces of biography 
which recent times have produced. 
His book, in short, is one which all 
who wish to study the Life of this 
early Reformer, and the history of the 
age in which he lived, will find to be 
of indispensable importance. 

Under such circumstances, having 
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^m applied to bjr the preient {mb^ 
Hdher te compose for him a brief Me- 
moir of this iUuatrious BefiMrmer, 
ealciilated for general circulatiovt i 
readflf utidertook the task. I did so 
bewuee a lafe of Wydiffe^ of the aim - 
which was suggested, appeared to me 
to be a desidaratum, and^ if well exe- 
cuted» could not, I thought, but prove 
neefttU In such motives this little 
volume had its origin. Though in 
the Qompositiou of it I have readily 
availed myself of the labours of my 
predecessors, the work of Mr* Vaughan 
is the chief source from which I have 
obtained materials. I liave spared no 
pains to render the work suitable to 
the object I had in view, and, so far 
as its limits admitted, worthy of its 
subject. My wish has been, not to 
display extensive reading, or to enter 
upon any abstruse discussions, or 
to resolve contested points^ but to 
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PREFACE. ix 

pMduce ft narrative of sim^icity and 
perBpicuity of style, of a popular and 
practical tendency, and calculated both 
to interest and edify the generalreader. 
How far this object has been attained 
it ia not my province to determine* 

3, Albany Strebt, 
l^JprU, 1829. 
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OF 



JOHN WYCLIFFE. 



CHAPTER I. 



EKs birth and parentage, — The nature of his early 
educatian.'^Enters the university of Oxford as 
a student^Jirst of Queen's College, then ofMer* 
ton's. — His great application and attainments.'^ 
He commences the study of the Bible, — A plague 
over-runs England, — His first publication ; and 
remarks upon it, 

John Wycliffe, or de Wycliffe, the 
Father of the Reformation, not only in 
England but in all Europe, was bom, it 
is iHipposed, about the year 1324. His 
baptismal name was John ; and the sur- 
name, by* which he was known, was not 
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14 LIFE OF 

demed from his panii^nts, but iras a IocbI 
appellation— -a mode of conferring such 
names common in that age. This appel- 
lation evidently determines the place of his 
birth ; which must have been the Tillage 
6r parish of Wycliffe, situated within six 
miles of Richmond, in the county of York.* 
This opinion, which, though the truth of it 
has been sometimes doubted or disputed, 
has obtained the sanctioh of the most re* 
spectable authorities, and has, we think, 
been completely established by Mn 
Vaughan ; to whose learned " Life of 
WycliSfe,*" recently published, we shall so 
often have occasion to refer. The family^ 
from which our Reformer sprung, seems to 
have been of great antiquity, and possessed 
of -considerable property, having, from the 
conquest till the year 1606, been lords of 
the manor, and patrons of the rectory of 
Wydiffe-t 

* The name of our Reformer has been spelt nearly' 
twenty different ways* For some notices on the sub- 
ject, and reasons for the orthography adopted in the 
text, see Vaughan's Life of Wyd\ffe, i. %^^ 

f Wbitaker*s J^^mond^rc, article Wjf^Jfi. 
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JOHN WYCLIFFE. 15 

Tht wbjed of duM jpi^gw iy|itefi id 
)»▼• ^Sfem btoAy dM^aed fof the church ; 
but At whftt lieminAry he received his juve- 
nile education we are not told. At this 
period, namely, in the fourteenth century^ 
there was no reason to complain of the pau« 
city of schools ; for not oaly were there five 
hundred monastic establishments, to each 
of which was attached an institution of this 
kind, but schools were also established both 
in towns and in the larger villages.* la 
one or other of such seminaries, Wycliflh 
must have obtained his scholastic educa*- 
tion, The Latin language at this time 
finrmed a branch of juvenile scholarship, 
and was taught with a seal not afterwards 
surpassed; but Greek, as shall afterwards 
be mentioned, had not yet made its way 
into England. From Latin, the pupil was 
greeted to the study of grammar and other 
elementary topics ; but, whatever progresi 
was made in the Rudiments of learning at 

• See the ample siithorities 4u6ted by Mr. Vaugha»« 
wha^hta placed this lubjeet In a new light, rol. u 
f26, 227. 
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16 LIFE.OF 

schod,^ a oompjiete knowledge of the sciences, 
which, were regarded as seven in number, 
was an. achievement. left for the university 
to effect. 

Wycliffe, whose pecuniary means must 
be regarded as ample, entered as a com- 
moner in Queen^s College, Oxford, in the 
year 1340, at a time when he was sixteen 
years of age* This seminary had only been 
recently founded ; and owing to the many 
disadvantages inseparable from its infant 
state, or to the great celebrity of Mertoa 
College, he soon removed to this latter in- 
stitution, which belonged to the same, uni- 
versity, and had been founded in the pre- 
ceding century. This college, indeed, was 
at that time the most distinguished in, Ox* 
ford. It had produced men . whose genius 
and learning had thrown a lustre over their 
age, as weU as over the seminary with whiclji 
they had been connected. At the time also 
when Wycliffe became a student in it, it 
could boast of some of the most eminent 
characters of the period ; men whose high 
talents and celebrity were well calculated to 
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inspire tn ingeuaous mii^d with ardour ali4 
emulation.* 

At tbistime, bo^ever^ Oxford was not ro- 
markable for any thing more than the nam- 
ber of its sttidents, amounting to no lew 
ihan thirty thousand. From this circnm- 
stance, it is evident that society m^ist, 
mthin the last eentury, when unirersitieB 
were first established, have made rapid pror 
gross in the learning that was then cidtiy*- 
ted. Nor was tins happy s^ate of things 
confined to Enghuod At the same perioc^ 
$en thousand students voted in a question 
agitated in the university of Paris ; i^d as 
graduates only were admitted to that pri^^ 
yilege, the number of students must at 
least have equalled that of Oxford. At 
Bologna and oth^ places, which could 
boast of such institutions, ia similar result 
may be traced* " There were indeed/' says 
Br. Robertson, '^ teW universities in £u- 
^pe at that time ; but s^ich a number of 

* Fpr an account .of tb^e men, (of whom our limits 
will oot allow us to speak) see Leland, -Off Scrip. BrUi* 
Cave, (Scrip. EccL Hitt. Literaria, Lewises Lift of 
mcklSf^ and Baher*8 Lift 0/ WUkiy: 
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18 LIFE OF 

studaits may neverthelegs be pxodueed as a 
proof of the extraordinary ardour with which 
menxappUed to the study of science in those 
ages.'^* 

Under sueh eircumstances did Wydiffe 
become a student ia Merton College. 
The inducements to i^j^cation and study 
by which he was surrounded, were many 
and powerful. Nor were they thrown 
away upon him. He was endued with ^ 
mind distinguished equally for a thirst of 
knowledge, and for a capacity of acquiring 
it; and he assiduously and successfully 
availed himself of all the advantages he ^Ur 
joyed. 

The only object of academical instruction 
at that time seems to have been to form 
able disputants, and subtle dialectitians ; 
an accomplishment which became to the 
inmates of colleges, what the tournament 
had long been to the knight and the baron^ 
It was justly regarded as subjecting the at-i 
tainments and capacity of every student to 
l^he most unequivocal test ; inasmuch as if 

* Robertson's HUtory (ff (Charles V, vol. i. App, 
^'otp 3«viu. ^ , 
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JOHN WYCLIFFE. . 19 

fequired in the person who laid claim to it^ 
an extent of knowledge, a promptitude of 
mind, and a command of the Latin tongue, 
(the language used in all dialectic exhibi«- 
tions,) by which no person of inferior ta^ 
lents and attainments could be diatinguish*- 
ed. Wycliffe ardently devoted the powers 
of his inind to the study of that scholastic 
philosophy and scholastic theology, by which 
at that time the human mind was so captif 
vated and enslaved ; and in the contests to 
which we refer, he soon became remarkable 
for all the subtlety and sophistry witl| 
which the dialectic art could, invest him, 
He not only stood unrivalled among the 
most eminent Poctors of the university. 
Profound, Venerable, Seraphic, Singular, 
for such titles did these pedants confer on 
each other ; but it is even admitted by one 
of the most illiberal of his enemies, that his 
powers of debate were almost more than 
human. This admission is most honoura« 
ble, not only to the person by whom, how- 
ever reluctantly, it was made, but to him 
whose high endowments extorted it from an 
adversary; for though the disci^ssions in 
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20 LIFE OF 

vhicb these scbokrs engi^ed, were not of 
a very edifying nature, yet to attain to iin<« 
rivalled excellence among distinguished 
men, whatever be the nature and character 
of the pursuit, bespeaks both intense appli- 
cation and talents of the highest order.* 

Wycliffe, however, did not confine his 
^attention only to these subjects. He united 
Ito them the study of the civi^and canos laws| 
and that of the municipal law of England, 
ofwhich important branches he appears froni 
his writings to have had a most minute antl 
perfect ki^iowledge. The Boman and Ca* 
non systems of jurisprudence were at that 
time favounte branches of education ; and 
as such our Reformer required to be ac- 
quainted with them. But the mumcipa! 
law of England was not So generally studi- 
ed : on the contrary, it was viewed by tha 
scholars of that day with dislike and suspi. 
eion, and attempts had been made to ext 
dude it froix^ the course of a liberal edocat 

* Knighton De Evettiibmt AngHtt, col. 2644, a« 
quoted by Mr. Vaughan. Knighton, who was a canon 
«f Leicester, was ^ontempcmuy wth WycHfiii. 
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JOHN WYCLIFFE. 21 

iiotu* But no prejudices or no authority 
could prevent Wydiffe from exercising his 
own judgment, or from devoting his atten- 
tion to any department of science or litera- 
ture which he thought might prove agreea- 
ble or usefiiL. On this principle it was that 
he betook himself to tUs obnoxious study ; 
and thus early we find traces of that inde- 
pendmce of thinking and steadfastness of 
purpose which so eminently marked his 
character, and which in after-life were pro^ 
ductive of results so beneficial to the 
world. 

But, being destined for the church, he 
did not content himself with these studies 
which we have been describing, nor even 
with the scholastic theology which prevails 
ed : He commenced the study of the in- 
spired volume itself, at that time so much 
overlooked, but which alone maketh wise 
unto salvation. Not only was the know- 
ledge of the sacred Scriptures not regarded 
as necessary to the divine, but such know- 
ledge was branded with contempt and at- 

* Blfuskstone's CbnHMfftart^, Introduction* 
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tended widi danger on the pait of a churcll 
that Idid daim to infallibility. Reason wtA 
philosophy, falsely so called, pxeyailed so 
widely ^and exclusively with respect to tho 
investigation of divine truth, that the autho* 
rity of the sacred volume itself was entirely 
disregarded; and not a few persons had' 
been expelled from the various universitie« 
of Europe for having .made the Bible their 
text-book, and for having drawn their doc- 
trines from that only infallible source; 
and though some of our own countrymen 
had, prior to the days of WyclifFe, espoused 
the cause of these persecuted teachers, yet 
their interposition, however zealous and 
jucMcious, had been of no avail, and the 
evil remained in unimpaired vigour. ^' It 
had indeed,^^ says Mosheim, <* become too 
inveterate to admit of a remedy, and the 
passion for logic and metaphysics had grown 
so universal and so violent that neither re* 
monstrances nor arguments could check its 
presumption, or allay its ardour.""* Not- 

* Mosheim's Churek HUtory^ iiu 223* Lond. 1820. 
Tb«M words, tbou;h they wtre originally iim4 in r^ftr*. 
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trithfttanding the danger to which he 
¥A8 exposed, our Reformer vm led, "by 
the grace of God, to undertake the study 
pf the insiHred volume.^ '^ The same me- 
mory, which bad gotten by heart many a 
useless page of Aristotle, was now more 
j^fitably employed in storing its secret 
chambers with better furniture firom the 
book of life, and instead of plucking bitter 
firuit from the tree of scholastic theology, 
he wandered into the land of promise, and 
there culled the fresh and unwithering 
flowers of perfect wisdom, and eternal truth. 
In these studies he consumed the midnight 
watches, and prevented the dawn of the 
morning* At his meals, at his recreations, 

ence to the 13th century, we regard as scarcely less 
true, when applied to the days of Wycliffe. 

* He read it in a Latin translation, the same lan- 
guage in which he had perused the pages of Aristotle. 
A kn<»wiedge of Greek had not yet been introduced 
into England. Even in the middle of the subsequent 
century, such knowledge was regarded as a singular 
accomplishment It was not till the taking of Con- 
stantinople by the Turks, in 1453, that this refined 
language came to be generally cultivated in the varioui 
countries of Europe. 
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at his walks in the summer seasoii, the iBi* 
ble yras his constant companion, and often 
was he to be ^een sitting in some of the shady 
avenues* of Merton College, in the simple 
black gown, which was well suited to show 
to advantage his tall figure, knd with that 
majestic countenance which God had given 
him, as an index of the truth, intently fixed 
on the book of life, reading with single- 
heartedness its golden pages, and trembling 
over its awful denunciations "* With such 
uncommon assiduity, indeed, did Wycliffe 
study the volume of inspiration, and such 
was his success in this good work, that he 
became distinguidied above aU his contem- 
poraries for sound views of religion, drawn 
immediately from the Bible, — ^and he was 
honoured with the title of Evangelical 
Doctor. 

Nor did our Reformer peruse the sacred 
book merely as a matter of literary curiosi* 
ty, or without any regard to its high origin, 
or to the unspeakable importance of the di- 



• Tyt[eT*8 Life of John WuMffy pp/H, 1^. Edin. 
1825. 8vo. 
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ynm truths whieh it contains. He studied 
k, that he might himself become wiser and 
belter, and that he might be enabled, un- 
der a benerolent Providence, to dissemin- 
ate <^ the Hght of the knowledge of the glo- 
ry of God, in the face of Jesus Christ,'^ 
throughout his native land. He incurred, 
as previously hinted, no small danger in 
thus so honourably devoting his time, and 
in preferring the perusal of the inspired vo^ 
lume, to the study of the works - of the 
schoolmen. But it is the peculiar preroga- 
tive of high talents to command respect, 
even when they are employed in the inves- 
tigatiott of subjects, from any cause the most 
unpopular or obnoxious. This literally took 
place, in the case under review. In the 
eyes of churchmen, the alleged fault of 
Wyeliffe must have appeared of no inconsi- 
derable magnitude; and they must have 
felt inclined to oppose him in this honour- 
able pursuit, and to frustrate all the high 
hopes of doing good which he cherished. 
But his extraordinary abilities seem to have 
precluded such an attempt. He was per^ 
mitted to prosecute undisturbed, his biblical 
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axi4 religious studie8,^-a privilege, wkidi 
a man of less eminent taloits might not^ 
it is thought, haye been allowed to enjoy. 

In addition to the Bible, he directed the 
most assiduous attention to the writings of 
the four fathers of the Latin churdi;* 
works which he often quotes and refers to, 
in his various publications in after life. With 
the most eminent writers. on Christian the- 
ology, also, particularly those of his own 
country, he seems to have been well ac- 
quainted; a circumstance which he found 
of incalculable advantage in his future con* 
troversies with the church of Rome. His 
learning, therefore, was great; and thifl, 
with the intrepidity of heart and "powers of 
mind, by which he was characterized, am<. 
ply prepared him for the important disens- 
sions, in which it was afterwards his lot to 
engage. 

. Nor was it long till, under Providenee, 
an event occurred, that he thought called 
upon him, as a person acquunted with the 

• Lewis, p. 3. The Latin Fathers were St Austin, 
St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, and St. Gregory, of whom, 
th« ant was bis grefttesi lisTOiinle. 
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«acted Tolume, and as interested in disse- 
mmating sound religious principles, to' ap- 
pear before his countrymen as an author. 
The erent to which we allude, was of the 
most calamitous kind, and such as the con- 
sciences of men have ever connected widi 
the peculiar displeasure, and the direct 
-agency of the Almighty. A pestilence, 
one of the most destructive in the annals of 
the world, originated in Tartary in the 
year 1345, and after desolating various 
countries of Asia and Africa, it passed over 
to the shores of Europe. Its devastations 
on this latter continent, were dreadful and 
extensive; and after a most deadly and 
loathsome march of two years, this portion 
of the globe was shaken from one end to 
the other, with a succession of earthquakes. 
Nor was {England spared from its awful vi- 
sitation. It began its devastating career 
there in 1348 ; ere long it reached the me- 
tropolis; and though it did not entirely 
disappear for eleven years, its virulence was 
confined to a few months ; during which 
short time, not fewer than half of the whole 
inhabitants of London are calculated to have 
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perished. The infected geneiilly died 
within a few hours : the strongest did not 
survive the third day. It extended its vi- 
rulence to the lower animals also : so that 
the labours of husbandry were suspended. 
The courts of justice were closed ; business 
of every kind was abandoned; death, or 
mourning for the dead, and despair shook the 
fiibricof society to its very centre, and threat- 
i^ied the country with universal desolation. 
Such a dread&l visitation could not but 
deeply affect the mind of every religious 
man. It evidently emanated, in the most em- 
phatic sense, from theAlmightyRuler of the 
world, and was meant to answer an impor- 
tant purpose, in the ways of his providence. 
His "judgments were abroad in the earth,*" 
that " the inhabitants of the world might 
learn righteousness.*^^ In this light it was 
seen by the pious and learned person of 
whom we are treating. He recognised in 
it the band and the working of God. He 
wished to learn the divine procedure, and 
to understand it clearly, " as the light that 
goeth fordi.^ With unabated ardour, and 
with humble reverence, he ■ persevered in 
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die study of the sacred oracles ; and the 
important object he had in view, under proi- 
sent drcumstaaces, was^ that it might not 
be his condemnation, nor that of his cou]v> 
tiymen, that ^^ they had not known the 
judgments of the Lord."' The result of 
this pious inve&tigatioii and study, was ^ 
small treatise, entitled, ^^ The Last Age of 
the Church,^ which appeared in 1356, eight 
years afiier the appearance of the plague in 
Hi^land, and when it had almost subsided, 
His imagination being struck, and his heart 
affected with the alarming event; which was 
passing before his eyes, he imbibed the un- 
founded opinion, that the day of judgment 
waa at hand, and that the close of the four- 
teenth century would be the end of the 
world. An opinion somewhat similar, had 
been entertained by many eminent writers 
before the time of WyclifBe ; and therefore 
our reformer was only indulgmg in specu- 
lations which had obtained the sanction <^ 
the greatest names. Nor must it be forgot- 
ten, that even in the nineteenth century, 
at a. time when the judgments of the Most 
High are not so striking and a^^wUing as 
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in the diiyfl of WydiiS^ revaries, Mn to 
those In question, have found numy able 
and zealous supporters. Such being the 
ease, we are called upon to regard thia comr* 
positbn of WyclifFe, however erroneous in 
the yiews which it inculcates, with induL- 
g^ice and respect, rather than ridicule, paiv 
ticularly when we take into consideration^ 
the peculiarly striking circumstances under 
which it was written, the learning and pku^ 
sibility by which its doctrines are characte* 
nzed, and the piety md the purity of the 
motives in which it originated.^ 

But though the main object of the work 
has proved to be delusive, yet the author 
all along discovers in it principles and views 
superior to his age, and to the prejudices of 
his education, and which were the harbin- 
gers of the stand that he afterwards made 
against the errors and corruptions of the 
Romish church. We allude in particular 
to the sentiments which he expressed res- 

• Lewis's Life of Wiclif, 3. But Mr. Vauglian 
(pp. 241—7.) is the only writer who gives a fiill 
account of this woric, or of the ciicomstances to wliieb 
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peering the cWacter of the Popish defgy. 
While other writers, who have treated of 
the awful vishatioii which we have been 
describing, regarded it as haying its origin 
in national sins, find in the general back-* 
diding of the people, WyclifFe imputes it 
to another source, and devolves the burden 
«f it on the selfish, sensual, and avaricious 
character of the ministers of the gospel. 
This was a bold step in these distant days, 
and showed a degree of intrepidity and in-, 
dependence, and liberality of thought, not 
common, and which is entitled to our high^ 
est admiration. He was fully aware of the 
gross corruptions of the church to which he 
bdonged ; he saw that a torrent of abuses 
had long be^n rushing in, which every one 
who wished well to his Zion, and the cause 
ot Christ, was called upon to resist and ex- 
pose. At this dreadM crisis, this truth 
struck him more forcibly than it might 
odlierwise have done. He expected that 
the calamity with which Providence had 
been pleased to visit them, would have im-» 
parted a more spiritual character to the cle« 
rical office, and to those who possessed the 
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nominatioii to vacant benefices. Bat in 
this beneTolent expectation, he was miseta^ 
bly deceived. The number of clergymoi 
that had fallen victims to the ravages of 
the plague, was exiaremely great ; but their 
place was supplied in the most disgraceful 
and regardless manner; persons grossly in- 
competent, both from want of talents and 
from want of character, to fiU any i^iitmal 
office, were appointed; and England in 
general, exhibited the revolting spectacle of 
an ignorant, an immoral, and unholy prie^ 
hood. It was this that roused his religious 
sensibilities. <^ The honours of holy church,^ 
says he, " are ^ven to unworthy men.^ 
In the days of an approaching calamity^ 
which he foretold as preceding the end of 
the world, '< Men,'' says he, << shall fidi 
upon the priests, because of their sins; 
and shall cast them out of their fat bene* 
fices, and shaU say, he came into his bene* 
fices by his kindred, and this by a covenaiify 
made before: he for his woridly service 
came into God's church, and this for money. 
Then every such priest shall cry, ^alas \ alas t 
that no good spirit did dweU witii me at 
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my onnfaig into die churoh of 6od.^ Men 
of hoiy church shall be despised as carion, 
--^as dogs shall they be cast out in open 
places/^ 

Such is the nature and the tendency of 
the first work which this distinguished man 
composed. We have been the more min- 
ute in giving an account of it, as we regard 
it as containing the germs of the principles 
which he: so fearlessly inculcated in after 
life. << The opinions and the feeling dis- 
closed in this production, though but im- 
perfectly deyeloped, are such as to prepare 
tha reader to anticipate in John de Wyc^ 
liffe, a deyout opponent of the corruptions, 
which it describes with so much feeling and 
pathos. It is important to know, that ereu 
at this period of his history, the nefarious 
practices connected with the appointment 
of the clergy to the sphere of their duties^ 
had so far shocked his piety, as to dispose 
him to expect a speedy and signal manifest- 
ation of the displeasure of Heaven. And 
if some years must pass before we meet the 
Reformer again as an author, it is but just 
to condude that much of this interval was 
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^nployed in those eflPorts to check the eTil 
of the times, and to diffuse that better 
knowledge of the faith and of the obligation 
of the Gospel, which are known to have 
enjoyed the whole of his energies, at a later 
period. His capacity as an . expositor of 
holy writ, and his views of the nature of 
religion and of pastoral duty, were already 
distinguished by many of the peculiarities 
which are observable in his latter compel 
tions. In this, the thirty-second year <^ 
his age, we perceive his mind raised so far 
above the ordinary level, as to unfit him 
for an acquiescence in many existing cus- 
toms, though sanctioned by the practice <^ 
ages and nations. But laborious applica- 
tion, intercourse with men, the storms of 
human life, and sickness, and old age, all 
yet remained to have their influence in form- 
ing those sentiments which shed their en- 
nobling power upon his nature, before 
leaving a work which he had so gene- 
rously struggled to improve.'*'* 
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CHAPTER 11. 



X)r%gin of the order of Mendicants^ — their settle^ 
ment in England, — their degeneracy , — their 
quarrel with the university of Oxford.-^Wycliffe 
espouses the cause of that seminary untTi talents 
and energy. — An account of the works he pub^ 
lished on the subject, — Result of the controversy^ 
-^His preferment in the church and university 
— His quarrel with the Pope, 

About three years after the publication of 
« The Last Age of the Church,'' Wycliffe 
engaged in a discussion of a more useful 
and important natture than that which his 
first work had embraced. I allude to his 
celebrated controversy with the Dominican 
or Mendicant Friars ; of which we now 
proceed to give an account. 

These begging fraternities had been in- 
atituted considerably more than a century 
before the date to which our narrative re- 
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fers, and had now become general throngli- 
out Europe. A branch of them had been 
established at Oxford so early as the year 
1221. The motives for which, on the part 
of the Pope by whom they were founded, 
this order of coenobites had their origin, 
were highly laudable and honourable. It 
was, that by their voluntary poverty and dis- 
interested iittachment to the cause of the 
gospel, they might form a contrast and af- 
ford a lesson to the other monastic orders, 
the members of which, wallowing in wealth, 
and indulging in luxurious indulgence, if 
not in lewdness and debauchery, seemed to 
have forgotten the holy purpose for which 
their order had been instituted. And for 
some time the Mendicant Friars fully rea- 
lized the views to which they owed their 
origin. Despising wealth, and clad in mi- 
serable garb, and without the comfort of 
shoes to their feet, they traversed sea 
and land, preaching repentance towards 
God, and faith, towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ. They devoted themselves also to 
such literary pursuits as were then prose- 
cuted. The popes, indeed, among other 
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immunities/ had granted them the* liberty 
of 'the education of youth, for which their 
learning so well fitted them ; a privilege of 
which they did not fail to avail themselves ; 
and, from these circumstances, as well as 
from the Uberal and expansive views which 
travel could not fail to impart to them, 
they soon incomparably surpassed every 
monastic order in learning, in respectability 
and influence, and attained to a degree of 
bcmour and distinction to which their rivals 
were cmnplete strangers. *^ The Mendi* 
cants,^ says Mosheim, *^ were at the head 
of the monastic orders, and had indeed be- 
come the heads of the church : so extensive 
was the influence they had acquired that 
all matters of importance, both in the court 
of Rome, and in the cabinets of princes, 
were carried on under their supreme and 
absolute direction. The multitude had such 
a high notion of these sturdy beggars^ and 
of their credit with the Supreme Being, 
that great numbers of both sexes, some in 
health, others in a state of infirmity, others 
at the point of death, earnestly desired to 
be admitted into the Mendicant order. 
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whicli they looked upon as a sure and iib« 
fallible method of rendering Heayen pTopi<« 
tious. Many made it an essential part of 
their^ last wills, that their body after deatb^ 
should be wrapped in ragged Dominican os 
Franciscan* habits, and interred among the 
Mendicants ; for, amidst the barbarous gu-» 
perstition, and wretched ignorance of the 
age, the generality of people beUeyed that 
they might readily obtain mercy from Christ 
at the day of judgment, if they should ap^ 
pear before his tribunal associated, with the 
Mendicant Friars-^'f 

. But these golden days were not always 
to last. The admiration and deference 
which were everywhere shown to them per- 
verted the judgment of the Mendicants^ 
and exercised the most baleful effect on 
their character in every respect. They be- 
came proud, and arrogant, and corrupt 

* The Mendicants were divided into four orders,— 
the Dominicans, the Franciscans, the Carmelites, and 
the Augustines, of Which, the two first were the most 
eelebroted and powerfoL 

f EGGU$kuiical UUtoryt vol. iiL pp. 894. hmu V^^ 
8vo. 

* 
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They presumptuously boasted of themselves 
88 the peculiar favourites of Heaven, and 
as alone commissioned to reveal to mankind 
the true method of salvation. They also 
became as fond of wealth, and as engrossed 
with the debasing love of it, as the other or^ 
dfers against whom they inveighed so loud« 
ly. But their arrogant intermeddling with 
the discipline and privileges of the uni^ 
▼ersity with which he was connected, waa 
the immediate cause of WyclifPe^s enter-^ 
ing into controversy with them. For a 
century they had been expressing dissatis-i 
faction with several of the statutes of that 
aeminary, particularly with the one by 
which it was enacted, " That nobody should 
obtain the degree of doctor in divinity, un- 
less he had before been a regent of arts, ei- 
ther in that or some other university.'' An-, 
other ordinance, which gave them great un- 
easiness, was that which prescribed te all 
students a certain fori)! of scholastic exer- 
cises. Laying claim, as they did, to luiri- 
▼ailed dignity, if not to absolute perfection^ 
they could not brook any regulation of 
which they were not themselves the authors^ 
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They, moreoyer, complained of die or&ii 
ances in question as affiscting them most 
unjustly, and as most offensiTe to them. 
The fact is, their pride was wounded ; fer, 
though fHTobably the former of the statutes 
complained of might really have been uur 
favourable to than, inasmuch as they Al- 
tered the order of friars when young, and 
had not an opportunity of att^iding collide 
so early as others; yet as to the latter 'Or- 
dinance, they excepted against it, merdy 
because, they thought themselves too ac- 
eomplished, and too important to be tied 
down by the common trammels of college 
discipline. They accordingly usad every 
means to be exempted £rom the operation 
of these rules, or to have the rules thetn* 
selves annulled. ^For this purpose they 
appealed to the Pope ; they petitkmed the 
king; they consulted the chancellor, and 
the other members of the university, and 
stirred up the students to be seditious and 
disobedient Nor was this ali They tried 
every expedient to withdraw the youngs 
students from the university into their 6^-r 
vents ; and in this inadious practioeyth^' 
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10 f#r suceeeded that parents became afraid 
to aend their cHildren to Oxford/lest they 
should be kidnapped by the firiars; and 
thus the nuniber of stndents is said to have 
dedined fironi thirty thonsand to about the 
fifth part of that number. To counteract 
this, the uniyeririty passed a statute to thia 
^ect, that no youths should be received by 
those mendicants into their order, till they 
had attained the age of eighteen. But this 
rtatute seems not to have had the effect 
which its framers expected and desired f 
fior the institutions of the Dominicans, fa^ 
vouied by the Pope, and fc^tified to a great 
cfegnee by tibe prej.udices of the people, con* 
tinued to prosper, notwithstanding all the 
attempts, however judicious, of the univer-* 
m^ to the contrary. 

Agat&st the corruptions of this obnoxious 
order, many able men had lifted their testi* 
meiiy before this time, particularly Richard 
Fitoral^ archlushop of Armagh, who did 
not hesitate to prefer his complmts against 
thm^^even in the presence of his-Holinesst 
*f As I came to-day," says he, " out of my 
liostto) ^ho should I meet In this far land^ 
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but an hoiiQBt English gentlemtti, a^siiigiu 
1^ good firiend of mine; and, having *in^ 
quired the cause of his resorting hither^ the 
poor man with tears told me that his son, a 
promising youth, studying at Oxford, had 
been cogg'^d away by these devilish fiisrs ; 
and thou^ he had tried every way to get 
him back, all had fiuled, so that he was at 
last forced to come in person to Avignon, 
to sue for his release from the court of 
Rome, then there.^f But the archbishop 
vras not destined to live till he saw the re- 
sult of the controversy in which he had en- 
gaged. He died in 1360 ; and his deaA 
was viewed by his opponents as the com- 
plete triumph of their cause. They wsie 
not aware that the sword of controvaisy was 
to pass into other hands; and that the 
year of his death was to be that in which 
Wydiffe, a person more highly gifted and 
more intrepid than his predecessor in this 
theological warfare, was to eqioude the 
cause which that prelate had so auspiciously 
begun. Our Reformer, indeed, enteredtoa 
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tke diseussioii of this question witb all the 
energy and seal for which his character is 
fio remarkable : And this he did, not mere- 
ly on account of the encroachments ath 
tempted by the friars on the priyileges of 
the university) but also in consequence of 
the religious errors by which they were cha- 
vaeterised. He attacked these obnoxiouB 
mendicants both in oral discourse, and in 
▼aitous elaborate compositicms ; the latter 
ef which have been handed down to the 
present day. They all, however, remain ni 
manuscript, with the exception of one 
^^ Against the Orders oi^ the Begging 
Friars.''* The others are entitled, « Of 
the Poverty of Ghnst;"^ << Against Able 
JBeggary i^ and <^ Idleness in Begging.'' 

Of the grounds which Wycliffe employed^ 
a specimen or two may not be unacceptable 
to ihe reader. The following is respecting 
the practice of kidnapping youths into thek 
institutions : 
' << Friars draw, children fifom Christ's re- 

^ * PuMiihed under the 8up#riBten|ienG9 of Dr. 
James, At Oxford, in 1#08^ 
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li^on into their private or<)er by hjfocnaj, 
falsehood^ lU^ stealing. For they tell th^tt 
their order is 91070 holy than any othc^Tc 
a^d that they should have 9 higher degree 
in the bli^ s of heaven than other i^ien that 
have not been therein, and that men of 
iheir order should never go to hell, but 
should judge other men with Christ at 
doomsday. And so they steal childreat 
firom £|the|: and mother, « ♦ « and 
thu£^ are cursed of God as the Pharisees, 
▼ere of Christy to whom he saith, < Wo« 
unto ypu,^ Scribes and Pfawsees^ hypocrites^ 
for ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte ; and when he is made, ye mak^ 
him two-'fold more the child of heUL than 
yourselves.^ And sieeing he that stealetb 
an ox or a cow ia damnable by God^s law,, 
and man^s Jaw also, much more he that 
stealeth a man'^s child that is better than aU 
earthly goods, and draweth him to the less 
perfect order .^ 

The next quotation contains an answer 
to the arguments advanced by the friars^ 
that our Saviour and bis disciples w«re/ 
beggars, and that the ard«r which our Ee^| 
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former was attacking, had the sancdon of 
such unquestioniCftle authority for the prac- 
tice he was denouncing. 

<' Christ lived on alms of Mary Magda- 
lene, and other holy men and women, with- 
out asking or constraining. Christ in- 
structed his apostles and disciples not to 
take with them a satchel or scrip, as the 
friars did, to carry to their convents what 
Aey obtained by begging, but to find out 
what man is able to hear the gospel, and 
to eat and drink with him, and to pass 
not hence, or go from house to house. St 
Paul laboured with his own hands, for 
himself and for those that were with him, 
and coveted ndther gold, nor silver, nor 
dodies of men, to give other teachers- an 
example, so that they might do the same 
in time of need. The same' apostle de- 
dares that those who will live in ifleness 
and indolence, and who will not labour, 
should not eat. St. Clement ordained that 
Christians should not beg openly \ and in 
oider to put an end to this begging, St. 
Aiisdn composed two wdkrks, showing how^ 
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monks ought to labour with tbrir own hands 
for their livelihood.^ From all these arga« 
ments our Reformer concludes ^^ since 
open beggary is thus sharply condemned 
in holy writ, it is a foul error to maintain 
it, but that it is a grosser error to say that 
Christ was a beggar, since, in that case, he 
must have been contrary to his own law.** 
* * <^ It is forsaking the commandment 
of Christ which inculcates the duty of 
giving alms to the feeble, the crooked, the 
blind, and the bedrid, to give alms to 
hypocrites that feign themselves holy and 
needy, when they are strong in body, and 
have a superabundance of riches, both in 
great vast houses, and precious clothes, 
and great feasts, and many jewels and 
treasure. Poor men are destrayed by this 
false begging, since the friars take falsely 
from them their worldly goods, by which' 
they sl^oiild sustain their bodily life, and 
deceive rich men in their alms^ and en- 
courage them to live in falseness against 
Jesus Christ For since there were poor' 
men enough to take men^s ahns before the 
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finara came in, and the earth is now more 
barren than it was then, the poor must now 
want.''* 

. Several other heresies which the mendi* 
cants entertained, Wyeliffe exposed with 
his characteristic energy and talents. One 
of these heresies, as one of the foregoing 
extracts may have shown, was the doctrine 
of man's perfection in this world, and of 
his being able to live perfectly untainted 
by sin; and though such an opinion is 
ccwnpletely at variance with every idea of 
Christianity, which even the most lax 
thinker can form, yet these friars not only 
entertiuned it, but insisted that they them- 
aelves had attained to such perfection, and 
that it, was attainable only by those who 
should enter into their order. 

Such, says Mr. Tytler, are die points of 
accusation and of controversy which Wye- 
liffe, espousing the cause of the university 
against its enemies and revilers, brought 
forward both in speech and writing, with 
an eloquence and strength of reason not 

* Lewis, 7, 8, 9. 
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^quallfd be&re his time. He used dm m 
this controversy his own maternal tongue, 
and not the then monastic jargon of the 
Latin ; so that what he wrote or spoke was 
addressed, not to learned clerks only, but 
to the generality of the gentry and people 
of the land ; and thus it came to have much 
more force and weight. But these zealous 
4struggles on the part of Wycfille to ex- 
pose error, and to promote truth, were 
not ultimately 80 successful as thie reader 
may have been led to suppose. Truth 
makes its way by slow degrees, and is often 
kept down, for ages by prejudiciey delusion^ 
or ignorance. But it is some consolation 
to know that every discussion, however inp> 
effectual at the time, accelerates its tri* 
umph, and is therefore to be regarded with 
favour and praise. The controversy before 
us was carried before Parliament ; and 
though the cause, so ably espoused by 
Wydiffe, met with the suppcnrt of that 
court, inasmuch as it confirmed that decree 
of the universiQr, by which it had been 
enacted that the Mendicants should receive 
no person into their order 'under the age 
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ibt eigbteeii, yet, on appeal to the pope, on 
whose favour they relied, these mendicants 
procured a dispensation from that other sta- 
tute of the university which required per- 
sons to be regents in arts before they ob- 
tained the degree of doctor in divinity. It 
has, with justice, been supposed that our re- 
former in person advocated in parliament 
the cause of the university, of which he 
had been the great champion ; and that 
from this time, [1366,] his merits became 
known to the court, as they had already 
been to the patrons of the seminary in ques- 
tion, as well as to the public at large. At 
this period, also, he gained the friendship 
and patronage of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaster, of whom we shall afterwards 
have occasion to speak. 

Before this date, indeed, though he 
undoubtedly looked higher than to mere 
worldly remuneration, his merits had not 
been entirely overlooked or unrewarded. 
In the year 1361, he had been elevated by 
the university to be master of Baliol Col- 
lege; about the same time he had been 
presented to the rectory of Fillingham in 
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the diocese of Lincoln, which he ftftetwsrd» 
ejtchanged for tbatof Ltiggef&hftll in Wilt- 
shire; and four years afterwards we fin4 
him raised to the wardenship of CaaterbiEarf 
Hall ; appointments equally honourable to^ 
himself, and to the discrimination and tt- 
beratity of the persons by whom they wete 
respectitiely conferred. From thi« last a^ 
pointment, resulted proceedings so import- 
ant that a particular account of it must be 
laid before the reader. 

In the year 1361, Simon de Islep, arch* 
Wshop of Canterbury, supposed to have 
been a fellow-student of WyclifFe^s at Mel- 
ton College, struck with the decay of leant'* 
ing at Oxfofd, founded Ctsnmtbuty TLiU^ 
a seminary design^ for the maintenance of 
eleven scholars and a warden, — of whoifr 
eight were to be seculars, the remaining 
three and the warden, momks of Oantei^bury^ 
These appointments were accordingly mad^^ 
but the warden, behavmg himself like a 
low partisan and intriguer, was thrown out 
of the establishment; and Islep, altttmg 
Us original intention, resolved to eotistitute 
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^ waxdeiislup mto an office &r a 8eeular«f 
Under such circumfttances, WydiiFe was, 
ia 1S65, appointed to i^ the vacant office, 
in consequence of ^^ 4^e honesty of his lifis, 
his laudable conversation, and his know- 
ledge of letters,^^ and because the founder 
li^Miaed the utmost reliance ^^ on his fideli- 
ty, drcumspection, and industry.^ But 
this appointment Wy^^USe was not destin- 
ed long to enjoy, idep soon after died ; 
«nd Simon de Langham, a foenedictine 
monk, a person of an opposite character, 
succeeded him. On the elevation of this 
prelate, means were used to induce him to 
eject our reformer from tbe wardenship. 
This st^, so eongenial to his own mind, he 
vas posuaded immediat^y to take; but 
agjdnst it Wydifife appealed to the Pope ; 
a proof that, at this date, he was still a 
£uth&l subject of that unrighteous sove- 
reignty, of which he afterwards became so 
bold an opponent. The circumstance of 
his having made this appeal affords also a 
proof of consdous integrity : because he 

* The three monks were, at the same tnne, ejected 
fcom ibisir office ; and bo legidarfi wecengaiii admittod. 
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most hsvt been aware lliat tbe papAl eaon 
waa blindly partial both to nionks and men;- 
dicaatff. This integrity, or to speak more 
correctly^ this intrepidity is farther and 
more strikiid^y evident from the fact that, 
while his cause was still pending, he not 
only continued to resist the mendicants, 
but he fearlessly ventured to oppose the 
claims of the Roman court itself* Of the 
nature of this resistance, which inflamed his 
holiness against him, and affected the deci- 
sion of the question at issue, the following 
brief narrative will afford a sufficient illusi> 
tration. 

King John, deserted by all the Inrsve 
and the good, and when threatened with a 
foreign war, had, in the year 1213, been 
induced pusillanimously to court the favour 
and the assistance of the Roman senate. 
To secure this object, he had resigned his 
kingdoms of England and Ireland into the 
hands of the Pope, and submitted to do 
homage to his holiness, and to hold them 
of him as a vassal for the payment of a 
thousand merks yearly. That monarch 
survived this dishonourable submission but 
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iite ^sears^ fais aon, Hoivy III. how€¥($r, 
tfiantiiitied .k; hst ho^ tbk dsim was le- 
fwgbed iteuig Ifaus sacotediiig ragns, <¥r if 
jwiafced «t ^9 k iaot veil knowo. N<»r is 
it Bov a poiiU; of mudi consequence. It 
was, howfirer, now renewed by Pope Ur- 
jhM ; isiKL King £dward III. was infonaaed 
idkat in de&uit of |^ym«(it^ bd would be 
inisiiionfid to afipear, and ta anawer &r 
imdb ffonduct in tbe court of ti|e soy^:eiga 
/paatiff, "who 4lius laid claim to be hia evnH 
jia mtH as keligious aupeidor. In trulb, 
iJiAian not only renewed Ibis demand, 
bttt he insiated that tbi^y ypars' imreara 
moot dae. Edwaid was a obara^ter 4^ 
very x)^osite of ithat weak monarch, who 
SmA made ihe odious acknowledgment 
m questioB. Accordingly, instead of ae- 
j^jniescing, he immeduUely laid the popePa 
J^tler before pariiament; and this court, 
fmtch tQ jAeir honour, declared, that <^ as 
Heather King John nor any other king 
could bring his realm and kingdom into 
«uch thraldom and aubjecdon, but by com- 
moSL -ASB&oA of pariiament, which he had sot 
4ane: thcare&re Jthat which be did, was 
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agaixwt his oath at bis cosonation ; beshlea 
many other causea. If, therefore, the 
Pope shall attempt any thmg against the 
king by process or otherwise, the king, 
with all his subjects, should, with all their 
force and power, resist the same.^ But 
this threat, bold and honourable as it was, 
did not entirely settle the question. Urban 
procured one of the most learned of his 
monks to publish a defence of his claim : 
this was done in a treatise which obtained 
great reputation, and in which the autbiNr 
insisted that, as England had once been 
delivered up to the Pope, she could not 
again, without the consentof His Holiness, 
withdraw from that connexion. The writer, 
flattering himself that his arguments weie 
irrefragable, and his conclusions firmly es*** 
tablished, challenged Wycliffe, who bad 
now become the most able and eminent 
ecclesiastic ID England,, to show the fallacy 
of his reasoning or the unsoundness of his 
views. 

At this crisis, says Mr. Tytler, Wycliffe 
came forward, and, taking up this dreaded 
book, so ably handled the controversy- 
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nqNlied to its propositioiis with such strength 
of reason — and with the weaponi^ of honest 
tiruth and clear common sense, so buf- 
feted the poor m4)nk, that, with all his 
armour of artificial logic, and his meshes 
of sophistry, he could not save himself, 
but was forced to beat a speedy retreat, 
fidlowed by his troops of discomfited syl- 
logisms: to so utter a rout did Wyclifie put 
these vain and intolerable barbarisms, so 
thickly sown in the logical and theological 
tzeatises of this age.* 

As Wyclifie had been challenged, so, in 
hia turn, he challenges his opponent to 
renew the discussion, and satisfactorily to 
xefiite his arguments ; but adds, ^^ if I am 
not mistaken, he will never be able to make 
out his point, before that day in which all 
exactions shall be at an end.*" Notwith- 
gtanding, however, the boldness which he 
thus displayed in resisting the claims of the 
flovereign pontiff, he still professed his 

* The title of Wycliflfe*s work is Determmatio de Do- 
minio, Vaughan's Life, i. 268-275. The author styles 
himseh" the king's peculiar clerk or chaplain ; a proof 
of the eminenee to which he had attained. 
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himself, ^' 9^ ^ bumble und ^diediMt son 
g£ the Romw chvurch ;"" aiidhe itScmn that 
he will assert nothing that may sound in- 
jurious to die sa^e church, or mafioniblfr 
offeml devout ears. He had not, therefoise, 
himself withdrawn from dbis unscriptural 
hierarchy ; nor can he be mA ever to have 
withdrawn ; but this, and eveiy discusdioii 
in whidk he engaged, contributed by de- 
grees to relax the chains, in regard to the 
Roman church, by which the human nmd 
was bound, and to restore it to hberty. 

Fr<mi the freedom with which be resisted 
Ihe claims of the Court of Rome, it waaiifiit 
dfflcult to foresee how his appeal raspeet- 
igig the wardenship of Cant^jmry HfH 
VF.ojijild he difi^osed of: the Popj», dp^iiig 
him^sdf rudely attacked hy o^ who wm » 
Jitigant in his courtj did not herit^ Ip 
sacrifice his justice to his ces^tmmt;; lie 
condemned WyclifFe, and reinstated 4bfi 
former warden ; a decision which probably 
led him to examine more narrowly that 
unscriptural dominion of whose tyranny he 
now found himself the victim. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Wffdiffe chosen Professor of Divinity, — How the 
science of Divinity had been previously taught, 
— How it was taught by our Reformer, — His 
Lectures characterized,'-^ The independence and 
prerogatives of the Anglican Church encroadied 

. upon by the Popej— Wycliffe one of the Royal 
Commissioners to treat on this subject. — Result 
of his Embassy J-- His Preferments, — The mode 
in which he performed his duties as a Parish 
minister. 

In the preceding chapter, it was mention- 
ed, that Wycliffe was deprived by the 
Pope of die wardenship of Canterbury 
HaQ. He covdd have cherished no hope 
of its ever being restored to him ; but ta- 
lents and a character such as his, will ne- 
ver long be allowed to lie dormant, or ra- 
ther they create channels for themselves 
through which their influence may be ex- 
tended. Our Reformer, being deprived of 
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the office in question, was soon after elect- 
ed Professor of Divinity by the Chancellor 
and regents of the university. This took 
place in 1372 ; previously to which time, 
he had taken the degree of Doctor of Divi- 
nity ; an honour much less frequently ob- 
tained in the fourteenth century, and of 
consequence more highly valued, than in 
modem times. 

WycliiFe was thus placed on an emin^ce 
&om whic^ his ligbt could shine forth to 
the blind multitudes that surrounded him. 
He was now a public teacher of theology, 
the most vitally important of all sciences, 
which had long been his study, and in the 
knowledge of which he had th«i no rivals. 
He faund it, however, not only m^ § back- 
ward state, but become nearly juselesf and 
unintelligible, o^ account of tb^ scholastic 
jargon wiUi which it was e^cuI^bered. By 
the introductio^ dT this Jargon, says Mr. 
Baber, philosophical abstraction and 9uIk 
tility had superseded that unaffected sim- 
plicity and engaging plainness, with which 
the primitive teachers of Christianity ex^ 
plained the ^oetiines of salvation. Thf 
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schoolmeii, by pursuing with zeal and per- 
tinacity, unprotitable or absurd inquiries 
and endless cavils, had almost extinguished 
tfaB spirit of piety towards God, as well m 
that of peace towards each other. Thcry 
substituted, for spiritual trv^hs, a supersti- 
tious credulity which benumbed the mind, 
and tended rather to encourage immorality, 
than to check it. The traditions of men^ 
fals^ miracles, and legendary tales, which 
Irere as destitute of truth, as they were re- 
jpugnant to reason, were continually intro- 
duced to confirm or illustrate their asser-* 
tions, — and all this principally with a view 
to support the mummery of a corrupted 
church, or to advance the interests of the 
monastic orders. 

Under such unfavourable circumstanceii 
did Wycliffe find the science of divinity, a6 
it was then taught, either from the pulpif 
or in colleges. His learning, his compara- 
tive freedom from prejudice, and his piety^ 
enabled him to discover the degradation to 
which this noble science had been reduced^ 
and inspired him, under divine grace, with 
ta ardtot desire to effect its resloraUOft td 
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its original, and now undisputed dignity. 
He had no reverence for long established 
doctrines or customs, unless they were in- 
culcated in Scripture ; and on becoming a 
public teacher of theology, he seems to 
have resolved, with the divine blessing, to 
make the Bible, and the Bible alone, the 
standard and the source of his opinions. 
Having now, in short, become convinced, 
to use the words of Mr. Tytler, of the cor- 
ruptions of the Roman hierarchy ; having 
from his youth, up to the time when hia 
mind had grown to the full strength of 
manhood, perused the holy Scriptures, 
with an earnest desire to discover the truths 
and sincere prayers that God'^s grace would 
illuminate his mind in the search, he came 
to the resolution of devoting all his faculties 
to the overturning that spiritual tyranny 
under which so many millions of mankind 
had groaned for more than a thousand 
years. Thus, while he resolved, on the 
one hand, to inculcate practical and evan- 
geUcal religion, as revealed in the Bible, he 
determined, on the other, to expose the 
corruptions and heresies of the Romish 
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Church. « God's will,'' says he, « is 
plainly revealed in the two Testaments, 
which may be called Christ's church, which 
a Christian well understanding, may thence 
gather sufficient knowledge during his pil- 
grimage here on earth. All truth is con- 
tained in Scripture ; so that what disputa- 
tion soever is not originally thence to be 
deduced, must be accounted profane. We 
ought to admit of no science, no conclu- 
sion that is not approved by the Scripture ; 
no law, unless it be either subordinate to 
this law, or help to bring us into it ; no 
court besides the court of heaven ; and no 
parson, not excepting even the Pope's Ho- 
liness, daring to dispense with holy Scrips 
ture, ought to be any longer accounted a 
Christian ; nay, though we had a hundred 
Popes, and all the friars in the world were 
turned into cardinals, yet ought we to trust 
more to the law of the gospel, than all this 
multitude,"* 

Such were the orthodox opinions of 
Wydiffe relative to the sacred volume. 

• Tyiler'8 Life of Wickliffe, 53, 54. 
F 
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On this subject, and on many 6thers con^ 
nected with it, other extracts, equally un- 
equivocal and striking, might be given ; 
but it is scarcely necessary ; w6 shall, as 
we proceed, have various opportunities of 
alluding to the doctrines and views on. 
which, as a professor of divinity, he seem» 
to have insisted, and which are expounded 
in his written works. Suffice it at present' 
to say, that the doctrines which have been 
in general regarded as forming the most 
important peculiarities of the Christian re- 
velation, were evidently the favourite por- 
tion of his creed. Thus we find him ze^ 
lously inculcating in the most evangelical 
spirit, the doctrine of the fall of man, and 
the consequent depravity of human nature ; 
the excellence and perpetual obligation of 
the moral law ; the exclusive dependence 
of every child of Adam on the atonement 
of Christ for the remission of his sins ; and 
the aids of divine grace, for victory over 
temptation, and for the possession of holi- 
ness. " Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,^ 
says he, " is all-sufficient for salvation, and 
that without that faith, it is impossible for 
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any v^finn. fo plfsase God ; tb^t tbe mm% of 
Christ is ftble by itself to redeem all iusmut 
kind from hell ; that this sufficiency is tp 
\>e un^^stood without any other cause con- 
•purring; and that thei^&re men ought, for 
iheir salvation, to trust wholly to Christy 
UQt to seek to be justified by any other 
way than by his death and passion, nor t9 
|1^ righteous by any other method thw l^ 
participation of his all-perfect righteous^ 
l^ess."" * * « We all are originaUy sinn^fi 
AS Adam and in Adiun ; his leprosy cleaver 
ing faster to us, thui Naaman^s did to Gi^f- 
ha^ai; so that even the infant, brfore i^ 
jbap seen the light of the world, Ijas this 
jblemish inherent in its unborn members. 
Of ourselves we are unable so much a^ 
^ think a good thought, unless Je^us, the 
lipgel of great; council, send it. We can* 
jiot perform a good work, unless it be his 
urork ; it is bis mercy that first go^s b^* 
fore us, and gives us grace, like as it is th^ 
(same mer^sy which follows after us md 
keeps us in the same grace.'' * * "It is 
not good for us to trust in our merits, in 
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our tirtues or our righteousness ; but onlf 
in Grod'^s free pardon, as given us- through 
faith in Jesus Christ."" 

It appears also that these niomentott» 
tenets, in which he so unequivocally be^ 
lieved, were veiy far from bdng regarded 
by him with the coolness of mere specuku 
tion. On the contrary^ they are found 
united in him with that peculiar feelii^ ^ 
latitude and humility, that hallowed eon* 
fidence in God, and those refined pleasures- 
' of devotion, which they so directly tend to 
produce. With him, to use his own n^-^ 
vous language, the love of God was an ex* 
ercise of the soul, ** ftdl of reason."*'* He 
laboured not to be ^^ conformed to this 
world, but to be transformed by the renew^ 
ing of his mind, that he might prove what 
is that good, acceptable, an4 perfect will o£ 
God."" He appears, in short, to have en* 
deavoured, under providence, to have such 
a walk and conversation, that, while he was 
instructing others in divine things^ he might 
not himself be a castaway. 

* Vattffhan^ i. 3ia 
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' Bat while liis leetwt^ were thus devo*- 
ti^nal and d^ctrinaiy ibej contained abo 
a eonsiderable portion of those eceleeiaeti- 
cal diseuesioQui which theny for th^ first 
dme in &igliMid^ rent the diiarch and shook 
ipopery to l;he very foundation. He re- 
newed his «tta^ks on the Friars Mendi- 
cants H<e €9|¥>sed some of the inest g)a^ 
mg isprrevs of the church pf Rome, as weU 
jBmik$ ibe^ntions and oerr^iipt lives of the 
cl^gy. He did not ev.en spare his S«u 
pfenae Holiaess ; whom he hesitated ^et to 
denominate Antichrist; and be wrested 
fbom him that divine attribute of i^falUH- 
Mtf wMeh he had so arrogantly assumed. 
^ Ood fiyfUdi" says he, '' that the church, 
er that any is^n should think that the £uth 
0£ oither ipAeipbers <^ ihe church doth da- 
pe«ad upon this Pet;^, that John, or that 
Op^gery ; yea, it may so happen that our 
Lord the Pope may be i^dorwt of the lai^ 
ef Scripture, and that 4;h<e ^ehyr^h of Eng- 
land may ibe far better and quicker-sighted 
in findijig out ^ catholic truth, than ail 
this Roman diorqh of pope and carduids 
being aU thrust togc^tber.'' << No man,'" 
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to quote other, words of his referriitg to the 
same subject, ^ no man is to be credited 
for his mere authority'^s sake, unless he can 
show Scripture for the maintenance of his 
opinion.^ The truth is, as preriously 
stated^ he made the Bible the standard of 
his faith and principles ; that book which 
not only had been hitherto unknown to the 
people, but with which the clergy them* 
selves had been, and still were, but impeiw 
fectly acquainted. 

A course of lectures, characterized as we 
have shown WyclifFe's to have been, by 
great talents and zeal, and embracing dis- 
cussions of a kind so momentous and novel, 
could not fail to attract attention and sti- 
mulate curiosity. This was the case in an 
eminent degree with the lectures of which 
we have been treating. They were attend- 
ed by a vast concourse of students ; they 
were celebrated far beyond the pale of the 
university ; and the impression which they 
were meant and were so well calculated ta 
convey, was gradually felt and acknow- 
ledged both by the more judicious and un- 
prejudiced portion of his hearers, and by 
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^^ets to whom the substance of them had 
been communicated. He did not at first 
venture very decidedly or very emphati* 
cmXty to attack the heresies and comiptiont 
of the Roman church ; but being encour- 
aged by the favourable reception given by 
his hearers to such discussions, or rather, 
seeing more clearly the monstrous nature 
of that hier«rchy, he at length, with un- 
compromising boldness, disclosed what he 
regarded as the whole counsel of Ood, tore 
aside the veil from that abominable idol 
which the whole Christian world had been 
ignorantly worshipping, and exposed it in 
all its native hideousness and deformity. 

In the meantime, while he was thus 
baldly and zealously discharging his high 
duties as professor of divinity, and propa- 
gating doctrines so completely subversive 
of those of the Roman church, he was call« 
ed upon by his sovereign to occupy a sta- 
tion, the very circumstance of his appoint- 
ment to which, affords a striking proof of 
the eminence to which he had attained, 
and of the high estimation in which he was 
held. In 1374, he was nominated as one 
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of seren who formed m embaasj t0 At 
Pope relatiye to the independence and pcei- 
logatives of the Adglican Church. Gue- 
gory, who then filled the chair of St. Peter, 
hiad claim to the right of patronage of vs- 
cant benefices in that kingdom ; and so ftr 
had he or his predecessors carried th^ im- 
founded daim, that the richest Uvings in 
England had been conferred, not only te 
foreigners, but on mere children ; on per- 
floiffi as ignorant of our language as ineon^ 
petent to discharge the duties of the <iffiee 
to which they were appointed. In their 
istead, some unlearned priest, for a miseva^ 
ble pittance, was commjissioned tofoed their 
respective jBocks; not with the ^word of 
trulli, communicated in a iangua^ whidi 
tbey understood, Wt with Latin homilies 
and monkish fab&es. Thu^ wa3 ihe service 
fif Ood neglected ; .the immortal souls of 
men were put in feiSL% and the ministry of 
the word, instead of beii^ the «avipur cf 
life unto life, was too likely to become the 
«ayiour of death unto death. Meanwhile^ 
however, care wa«i taken that the reven^ie^ 
of these benefioes should t>e regularly tnaiis- 
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minted to Rome, irhither a great portion 
of the wealth of the country was sent for the 
support of popish extravagance and corrup* 
tion. The extent to which this evil was 
carried is scarcely credible. We learn 
from Matthew Paris, that, in 1244, the 
income of these foreign ecclesiastics excel- 
led that of the crown by no less a sum 
than ,10,000 marks ; and at another period, 
it is stated, that the revenue of these aliens 
amounted to 70,000 marks, while the king's 
income was not a third of that sum. The 
parliament of England was now compara- 
tively an enUghtened body, and had begun 
to show pretty correct notions relative both 
to civil and ecclesiastical liberty. This 
court, accordingly, had not only made 
grieyous complaints to the king on the sub- 
ject, but had ventured to make representa- 
tions respecting it even to the Pope him- 
self. The evil, in truth, had become alto- 
gether insupportable, and vigorous steps 
required to be taken. Edward III. to put 
an end to it, in deference to the urgent ap- 
plication of his parliament, and to the mur- 
murs of his subjects, and to save the pro- 
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perty of the realm, (lespatcbed, m:137% 
commissioners to the Pope, ^tfttixig th^ 
grievous oppression which his conduct h^d 
brought on the EngUsh nation. Though 
bis holiness promised some partial coixp^s- 
sions, yet tlie object of this mission wact uot 
gained. In consequence of this failuiSi 
the feelings of the English parliament and 
people became more exasperated, if ppp^i« 
ble, than before. Commissioners were im* 
mediately sent throughout the whole re^bn^ 
to make an estimate of all the ecclesiastical 
benefices and dignities then in the hands of 
foreigners ; and the number was discover 
to he BO excfsssive, that it was resdived th^ 
Another embassy should, without ]ms §f 
time, be despatched to the Pope. WyT 
£liife had, ere this, it has been suppQi»edt 
espoused the cause of the reiQonstraQt^ on 
this occasion, and had supported it with di 
the zeal and learning by which he wa3 90 
eminently distinguished. Owing to thifi 
circumstance, and to the integrity, firmness^ 
3nd liberality of his general character, he 
was nominated a member of this embassy^ 
" It was doubtless,"''* says Mr. Vaughaw, 
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•• i Cdnvicrion that Wycliffe had rendered 
th^in i&aferial aid in this important contest, 
Aat led parliament to assign him a place 
ambi)g the persons so named.'" But the ne« 
gociation, with which our Reformer'^s name 
was How connected, was not to be conduct- 
ed at Avignon, then the papal residence. 
And, if any credit may be attached to the 
statements of numerous contemporary and 
Catholic writers, it was in general thought 
fK>litic, during the middle ages, to prevent 
the more enlightened portion of mankind 
from too nearly observing the mannerg^ 
which commonly petvaded the nearest de- 
pendants on the successors of St. Peter. 
Wycliffe had already learned to trace the 
corruptions of the members of the church 
to those of the head ; but his inspection of 
A^ fountain had been necessarily more dis- 
tant than that of the streams ; and for this 
reason we may almost regret that the meet- 
ing of the delegates was arranged to take 
place at Bruges, and not at Avignon. 

But the embassy, with which Wycliffe 
was connected, terminated not more favour- 
ably to the English nation than the former. 
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The truth is, that two clergymen, who were 
conjoined with our Reformer in this mig- 
sion, were more anxious to accompliish their 
own advancement than solicitous for the 
independence of the Anglican church, or 
for the welfare of their native country. 
These men, therefore, did all in their 
power to thwart the efforts of Wycliffe and 
his other colleagues ; and, on their return, 
they experienced, from the favour of the 
Pope, that preferment at which, by their 
unmanly obsequiousness to him, they had 
aimed. By this embassy, as was just stat- 
ed, little or nothing was gained. There 
was, in truth, no surrender of pontifical 
claims. The reservation of benefices, and 
some other obnoxious customs, were, indeed, 
relinquished ; and, on the part of the Eng> 
Ush monarch, some slight concessions were 
agreed to. But this treaty was made only 
to be broken. The Pope, as has been 
well observed, had no intention of parting 
so easily with what he conceived one of the 
richest jewels in his crown, but wished 
merely by fair wotds to amuse the ambas- 
sadors and get rid of them for the present 
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{le accordingly showed no r^pect to the 
treaty of Bruges ; and all the corruptions 
and oppressions complained of continued 
to abound as virulently as ever. 

Though the object of this negociation 
vas not gained, yet it was productive of 
much good, inasmuch as it opened the eyes 
of Wycliffe to the real ch^^racter of the 
sovereign pontiff of the church of Romje. 
Before, this time, his opinions on this 8ub« 
ject were not so decided nor so correct, as 
after he had had an opportunity, by a more 
enlarged observation, of seeing the real 
^tate of the Catholic religion. He now be- 
came more emboldened to preach true and 
undefiled religion, and to expose the Pope 
;»s " Antichrist^ the worldly priejst of Rome, 
.the most cursed of cUppers and purse-carv- 
ers." Such was the discovery which the 
embassy enabled him to make of papal cor- 
]niption and dupUcity, that his rebukes, 
whiqh had hitherto been but remotely ap- 
plied to the head of the church, were hence* 
forth directed to that quarter with un^par^ 
ing severity. The Pope, indeed, instead 
f)f being regarded as a patron or promoter 

G 
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of virtue and piety, wag looked upon by 
him as having the directly opposite effect. 
The covetousness and the secular amhitioH 
which had so long and so successfiiUy 
daimed the reputation of a zeal for piety, 
were now completely stripped of their dis^ 
guise, and were seen in their native loath- 
some colours. Before this time, indeed, 
in the solitude of his coUege, and guided 
only by his Bible, and the light of his own 
clear and strong intellect, he had speculated 
and reasoned upon the privileges so loudly 
claimed by the persons who had arrogantly 
styled themselves the vicegerents of Christ l 
He had inclined to dispute their authority, 
and had heard much of their profligate and 
sinful lives. But now he was for a season 
residing within the very tabernacles of sin : 
He was in the midst of a thick darkness, 
which, like that brought upon Eg]rpt by 
Afoses, could be handled: He felt and 
touched the wickedness of which he had 
only dreamt before : He observed the efiRscte 
of the system of Romish superstition in de- 
stroying the faith and purity of the Gospel, 
in paralysing the conscience, depraving the 
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besft, rendeztng the intdlect diead atid slug- 
gbh in her ttisearch^ after truth, chaining 
the firee-bom reason of man, and giving for 
mmey a chartered indulgence to the most 
horrid sins and licentiousness- He came 
home, therefore, in a paroxysm of holy rage 
and indignation, and all his best principles 
and feelings, — ^his religion, his lore to his 
country, his generous shame for the time 
talready lost, his indignation at being baf- 
fled in his negodations by the servile and 
pdfish tools of the Papacy, — impelled him 
again to enter the lists, to put on the whole 
armour of God, and to oTcrlook every sel- 
fidi or worldly consideratidn in declaring 
the truth, and the whole counsel of God.* 

Dorkig the continuance of these negoci* 
a^ns, which lasted for two years, our Re- 
former was not foigotten at home. His 
merit had been before known to the kmg ; 
and bis services (however unsuccess&l,) as 
one of the royal commissioners at Bruges, 
had given him new claims on the kindness 
of his sovereign. Accordingly, before his 

^ Tyatt*$ Ufiof H^ickllfe, 77, 78. 
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return from the continent, he was presented 
by the king to the prebend of Auste, in the 
diocese of Worcester. About the same 
period, the rectory of Lutterworth, in Lei- 
cestershire, becoming vacant, was also be- 
stowed, by royal favour, on Wycliffe. 
■ At this period liberal opinions, on eccle- 
siastical subjects, as is evident from the 
preceding narrative, were begun to be en- 
tertained by the king and parliament of 
England. To the existence indeed of these 
opinions Wycliffe owed the preferments 
which were so Kberally conferred on him- 
The Duke of Lancaster, second son of the 
king, and who, first from the sickness and 
afterwards from the death of his older bro- 
ther, was associated with his aged father in 
the administration pf the government, was 
the zealous friend and patron of our Re- 
former. And so great was the respect which 
Wycliffe's character had secured to him, 
that, as we shall afterwards have occasion 
to state more fully, the parliament of the 
king, soon after this time, referred a most 
important question to his judgment. 

Under such favourable circumstances it 
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vuy that m 1976» ^^ jrettuned to Ekighad 
and ^[itered on the dischai^ of his cleriGAl 
md professorial duties. Grater defereBce 
irould now, we msy tMsonsMy suj^fwe, be 
psid to bifi opinioQi than Mi any fiinner 
period ; mid be wouid possess propoTtionsliy 
gnester inflaenoe 0Tcgr &e minds and tBeoA^ 
ments of his conui^ineii. 'Nov <did he &il 
to aysU biisself isf the adTsotages he .en- 
|oyed. He devoted hiinsdf more exclu- 
sively asd seakmsly than ever to the 
great work of xyefiirmation^ irhkh, uadcar 
diYime asostanoe^ .had hitherto so eminently 
prospered with him. He vas wiffing to 
spend and be spent in ^ essise of trutii. 
He Jooked upon all things as loss and very 
vajiity, when ODiopaised to the caufese cif 
Christ and of his dwrch. To promote Ait 
caaiae he ul¥e]|gh^(ei^ m previously Innted, 
mar# sever^ : than at any former period 
jigaanst ihe B^vma hierarchy, agaiiwtiha 
p^son whs >was jdfKsed at the .be«d t)f i^ 
against its priests, its in»titulions» its icor^ 
iru^oiis, its doctrines. He lifted Ms ^onm 
against it, and uttered his denuneiatiims ao 
U>ud and .ao pessevisringly, that they wees 
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heard at the utmost corner of the land, and- 
even reached the ears of the soverdgii 
pontiff hfanself. The fabric against whidi 
they vere directed shook to its centre, and 
the priesthood whom it supported in 
woridly grandeur and inglorious indolence, 
trembled for the security of that craft by 
which they had their wealth. 

But his whole mind was not devoted to 
his college duties. He had several livings 
in the church ; and the reader may thus be 
surprised and vexed to find so good a man, 
andonewhose opinions as to ministerial duty 
were generally so correct, an eminent plura* 
list. We should have been happy hadlliia 
not been the case. He saw and he expos<> 
ed many corruptions ; but no man is per- 
fect; and while we regret that Wydiffis 
was a pluralist, we must not forget how 
many abuses he corrected, and how much 
the cause of truth and the Church of Christ 
owe to him. But probably the best excuse 
we can find for this circumstance is the pe- 
culiar and unprecedented faithfidness with 
which, so far as was possible, he perform- 
ed the duties of both offices; He resided 
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alsLuttenrorth, and most cealously perform'^ 
ed the duties of a parish minister there, ex- 
cept during the Session of College^ when he 
discharged the functions of professor of di- 
vinity. Had he merely been a professor, 
his usefidness, and the impression which he 
made on the religious character of the age^ 
would not have been nearly so great. Hia 
usefulness as a clergyman^ and the example 
he set his countrymen in that capadty ^ were 
truly eminent, and are worthy of particular 
notice. His example in this respeet waa 
the more beiieficial,a8 the most lax and dan^ 
geious ideas were cherished, on the part of 
the Romish clergy in r^ard to ministerial 
duties, particularly the nature and tendency 
ofpteacbing. Preaching, in truth, had near« 
ly £dlett into disuse: the parochial clergy li-» 
mited their pulpit duties to the prescribed 
r^etition from the mass book : they were 
totally ignorant of the Bible, almost even of 
ita name ; and if they ever did attempt to 
preach, their discourses consisted of fables, 
hktories of popish saints, and stories taken 
from profane history, or handed down by 
tradition. << They studied foolish questions^ 
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and genetiogiet, mi oontentiiiii, mod itm» 
ings aboutthelaw^^ dioiigh,M &t Pftid tiiys^ 
*< tbese things are uspiofifaUe and mb !*" 
Wycliffis dettribes die priasts as spesding 
thdr time in laiwriM, m liiuiling andgamlv 
fing, instead of kandng Ood'a i^w^ m in 
preadnngit A very -strtkiag inafcaiwe of 
thenegiect of pneaching^ of their inability to 
perform diat duty, on the part e^en of tlic 
popish prelates, occuarred in Sootland nearly 
two oentuiies after the date «f irUeli we aos 
now spealdng. Dunbar, Ardibishop of 
Glasgow, went to Ayr to oppose tho cole»- 
. brated George Wishact, who was lafcoiMSBg 
in that^foarter in propagating and ^oaoi- 
kg the isfiroed doctrines. The pnlpit^ 
which Wiflinrt soeant to occupy* «»s tdkeo 
possesaon of by die Archbieliopf who, we 
are tidd ^< prenohed to his jsckmen^ and to 
simi anld boisses of the town. The sooai 
of all his sersion was, They §my we 90uU 
preicke^ guhy rn^f Better hit tkrif^f^ 
nar nemr thryve : Kee^ us 9tiU for y^tmr 
Bisckope^ amd we shaU prwide h^ter the 
mewt time. This was the beginning, and 
end of the Bishope^s. sarmotie, who wit^ 
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fatflte defmrted the town, Imt returned not to 
fiBdfil his promises.'*'* This irreverent and 
dii^racefui behaviour requires no contment 
if^uchwas the repuMve exhibition of a 
dignitary of the Roman Catholic Church 
m die 16th century, we can hardly form 
too low an opinion of the degraded state of 
that chureh at the time to which our narra^ 
tinne refei9« 

It is consolatory to turn our view from 
Am shocking picture to the bright examjde 
of WycHflfe. Hif views on the subject of 
pveacMsig were sound and enlarged, and re^ 
suited from a pious and devout heart. Of 
all the clerical duties, he says, '< most of all 
iir the preaching of the gospel ; for this 
€9iinst enjoined on his disciples more than 
any other ; by this he conquered the world 
out nf the fiend's hand; and whosoever he 
be that can but bring priests to act thus, 
hath authority from God, and merit in his 
deed. The highest service that men may 
attain to on earth is to preach the word of 

* Knox's Uktory^the BefbrmsUon iff ike Church 
tf Scotland^ ^i^i&. 
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God. ThiftserTi€efaU«peettliiilyl<rpld««»}< 
and tliAcsfore God moro directly demandBb 
of them. Hereby ehould diey predoce^ 
childrea to God, — and that 19 the ead for 
iriiich God has wedded the diuich, and &t 
this cause Jcaus Christ occupied himself 
most in preaching, and dius didhis.apostIes> 
—and for this, God loved them. Christ 
when he ascended into heayen, cc^moa^dod: 
it especially to all his apostles, to preach the 
Gospel freely to every man. So also, when* 
he spoke last to Pet^, h^ bade him thrice«. 
as he loved him» to feed Ins sheep ; and tUs- 
would not a wise shepherd have done, had^ 
he not himself loved it weU. In this, stand 
the office of the spiritual shepherd. Since 
Christ «nd John and all the pro{Ael» wete> 
comp^Uedi to cosae oat of the desert ta 
preach to tM people and to leave tbeoi 
solitary prayers, how dare these pretends 
ing heretics say it is better to be stilly 
and to p^ay over their own feigned ord^. 
nances, than to preach the Gospel of Chriati\ 
What cursed spirit of falsehood moveth 
priests to dose themselves withn stone 
walls for all their life, since Christ com-i' 
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waikddl «U {lis apostlas and priests to gv 
kite all the world, and ta preach Ae Oos- 
prt? Certaiidy they are open fools, and 
do plainly igainst the Gospel ; and if they 
continiie in the error, axe accursed of Grod 
as perilouB deceivers and heretics.^ 

. Gkieh are the correct and ekvated notions 
of QOr Refmrmer on the subject of preach-r 
ingv Tliey are such as do honour both tOi 
his judgment and his piety. And he waff 
fatntself an example of what he professed 
and inculcated* He was a most Mthful 
aad efficient parish minister, and, through 
diviiie giacey and the divine Uessihg^ ^ he 
stuped to show himsdf appi)>Ted untd 
fled, a workman tibat needed not to he 
ashamed^ rightly dividing the word of 
truth.^^ He did, indeed, occasionally in* 
treduoe in the pulpit discussions relative 
to tine eomiptioiis and debasement by wUch 
the Romish church and the priests were 
characterized. Nor were such subjects ei« 
ther uninteresting or unedifying. They 
tended to open the eyes of the people to 
the undiristian state to winch they were 
reduced both as to morab and veligiDn,'^- 

Digitized by Google 



S4 LIFE OP 

and they could not but pave the way, in & 
eonsiderable degree, for the reception of the 
doctrines which he taught, and of that re- 
formation at which he aimed. But though 
such discussions were not imfrequent, his 
delight was to unfold the peculiar doc- 
trines of the gospel : he seemed determine 
ed,^indeed, to preach nothing so much as 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. On this 
point, his excellent biographer, Mr. Vaug- 
han has brou^t forward many striking ex- 
amples ; of which the following is too inter- 
esting not to be quoted. The sermon, 
from which it is taken, was delivered by 
him on a Christmas day, and the ground 
of it was that passage in Isaiah, begin- 
ning with the words, ^^ Unto us a child is 
bom.'* 

' ^^ On this day we may ajflSrm that a child 
is bom to us, since Jesus, according to our 
belief, was this day bom. Both in jQgure 
and in letter,- God spake of old to this in- 
tent, that to us a child should be bom, in 
-whom we should have joy. From the 
tspeech of Isaiah, three short lessons are to 
•he diliveised, that men may rejoice in the 
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afier servioes of this child. First, we hold, 
it as 8 part of our faith that, as our first 
parmits had sinned, there must be atone- 
ment made for it according to the righte- 
ousness of God. For as God is mercifid, 
80 is he full of righteousness. But except 
he keep his righteousness in this point, how 
may he judge all the world? There is no 
sin but what is against God, but this sin 
was done directly against the Lord Al- 
mighty and Alrightful. The greater also 
the Lord is, against whom any sin is done, 
the greater always is the sin, — just as to 
refuse the king'^s bidding is the greatest of 
offences. But the sin which is done against 
God'^s bidding, is greater without measure. 
God, then, according to out belief, bid 
Adam not to eat of the apple. Yet he 
broke Giod'^s command : Nor was he to be 
excused therein by his own weakness, by 
Eve, nor by the serpent ; and hence, ac- 
cording to. the righteousness of God, this 
sin must always be punished. It is to 
speak lightly to say that God might, of his 
mere power, forgive this sin without the 
(itonement which was made for it ; since the 

^ Digitized by Google 



86 LIFE OF 

juBtiee of God would not suiSsr this, but re* 
quires that every trespass be punished ei- 
ther in earth or in hell. God may not ao- 
cqpt a person to forgive him his nns, with- 
out an- atonement, else he must give fiee 
license to sin both in angels and men, and 
then sin were no sin, and our God were no 
God. 

'^ Such is the first lesson we take as a 
part of our faith. The second is, that the 
person who may make atonement for the 
sin of our first fiither, must needs be Grod 
and man. For as man^s nature treipassed, 
80 must man'*s nature render atonement 
An angel, therefore, would attempt in vain 
to make atonement for man, for he has not 
the power to do it ; nor was his the nature 
that here sinned. For since all men form 
one person, if any member of this person 
maketh atonement, the whole person mak- 
eth it. But we may see that, if God made 
a man of nothing, or strictly anew, after 
the manner of Adam, yet he were bound to 
God to the extent of his power for himself, 
having nothing wherewith to make atone- 
ment for his own or for Adam^s sin. Since, 
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then, atonement must be made for the rin 
of Adam, as we have shown, the person to 
make the atonement must be God and 
man ; for then the worthiness of this per« 
son^s deeds were equal to the unworthiness 
of the sin.'' 

Never was there a more dear exposition 
of the necessity of an atonement for sin^ 
and that the <' Child bom,'' as mentioned 
in the text, should be God and man in one 
person. The following extract of a practk 
td. nature from the same discourse, is not 
less striking, or less orthodox* 

<< This Child was only bom to the men 
who follow him in his manner of life, for he 
was bom against others. The men who are 
unjust and ptoud, and who rebel agunst 
God, may read their judgment in the per- 
son of Christ. By him they must needs 
be condemned, and that most certainly, if 
they continue wicked toward his Spirit to 
their death. And if we covet sincerely that 
this child may prove to be bom to us, let 
us rejoice in him, and follow him in these 
three virtues, in righteousness, meekness, 
and patience, for our God. For whoever 
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fihall be against Ghnst and his spirit in 
these things unto his death, must needs be 
condemned of this Child, as others must 
needs be saved. And thus the joy profess- 
ed in this Child, who was all meekness and 
full of virtues, should not make men to be 
children in malice, and then they would 
well keep this festival. To those who 
would indulge in strife, I would say, that 
the Child who. is bom, is also Prince of 
Peace, and loveth peace, and contemneth 
men contrary to peace. Let us reflect, 
then, how Christ came in the fuhiess of 
time, when he should ; and how he came 
in. meekness, teaching us this value at his 
birth ; and how he came in patience, con- 
tinuing even &om his birth unto his death ; 
and let us follow him in these things, for 
the joy we have here in Mm, and because 
this joy in the patience of Christ, bringeth 
to joy that ever shall last.^^ 

These extracts cannot but have been 
consolatory and pleasing to the serious rea- 
der. There is yet another thato while on 
this subject, we cannot resist the tempta^ 
tion of making. It is on the sufferings of 
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our Uessed Saviour as the price of our re* 
demption. 

<^ Men mark the passion of Christ, and 
print it on their heart somewhat to follow 
it It was the most voluntary passion 
that ever was suffered, and the mostjpam- 
Jid. It was most voluntary, and so most 
meritorious. Hence, when Christ went to 
Jerusalem, he foretold the form of his pas- 
sion to his disciples ; and he, who before 
concealed himself, to come to the city, 
came now to his suffering in a way, to 
show his free will. Hence, also, he saith 
at the supper, ^ With desire have I coveted 
to eat of this pasi^over with you.^ The de- 
sire of his godhead, and the desire of his 
manhood, moved him to eat thereof, and 
afterwards to suffer. But all this was in- 
rigntficant, and as a token and figure of his 
last Supper, which he eateth in heaven 
with the men whom he hath chosen. And 
since Christ suffered this cheerfully for the 
sins of his brethren, they should suffer 
gratefully £ot their own sins, and should 
purpose to forsake them. This, indeed, is 
the cause why God would have the passion 
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of Christ rehearsed, — ^the profit of the bre- 
thren of Christ, and not his own. But the 
pain of Christ^s passion passed all other 
pains ; for he was the most laden of men, 
and in middle age, and God, by mirade, al- 
lowed his mind to suffer ; for else by his 
joy, he might not have known sorrow. In. 
Christ^s passion, indeed, were all circum- 
stances that could make his pain great, 
and so make it the more meritorious. 
The place was solemn, and the day also, 
and the hour, the most so, known to Jews 
or heathen men. And the ingratitude and 
contempt were most ; for men, who should 
have loved Christ, ordered the foulest 
death, in return for the deepest kindness. 
We should also believe that Christ suffer- 
ed not in any manner, except for some cer- 
tain reason ; for he is both God and man, 
who made all things in their number, and 
so would &ame his passions to answer to 
the greatness of man'^s sin. Let us, then, 
follow after (Christ in his blessed passion ; . 
and let us keep ourselves firom sin hereafter, 
and gather a devout mind &om him.*" 
To conclude our extracts, the fdlowing 
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flliort exposition of tlie doctrine of grace de- 
serves to be quoted. 

^^ We should know that faith is a gift of 
Ood, and that it may not be given to men, 
except it be graciously. Thus, indeed, all 
the good which we have is of God ; and ac- 
cordingly, when God rewardeth a good 
work of man, he crowneth his own gift. 
This, then, is also of grace, even as all 
things are of grace that men have, accord- 
ing to the will of God. God^s goodness is 
the first cause, why he confers any good on 
man ; and so it may not be that God doeth 
good to men, but if he do it, it is done 
freely by his own grace ; and with this un- 
derstanding, we shall grant that men de- 
serve of God. * * We are under God's 
power, and we can do nothing but by the 
po^er of God, and woe shall hereafter be to 
us, if we abuse this power." 
^ Such is a specimen of the devout and 
practical sermons which Wyclifle delivered 
Scorn the pulpit. It appears to have been 
as his meat and his drink, in every situa- 
tion of life, to do the will of his heavenly 
Father, and to win souls unto Christ. In his 
pulpit discourses, which, like his own life, 
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breathed nothing but purity and piety, he 
seldom, it may be remarked, chose a sin^ 
gle text, but took a portion of Scripture, 
so that they had more of the charac- 
ter of lectures, than of sermons. Nearly 
four hundred have escaped the fury which 
was so long exerted to destroy every thing 
that his pen had produced, and have been 
handed down to us. They remain in ma- 
nuscript, but they have been carefully read 
and studied by Mr. Vaughan, and extracts 
from them very highly enhance his valua- 
ble publication. Nor does he seem to have 
bestowed greater pains or more time on his 
pulpit discourses than on the discharge of 
his other clerical duties. He visited the 
sick ; he waited on the dying, and laboured 
to prepare them for thdbr awful change ; he 
went about from house to house continually 
doing good. His ministrations were as 
heartily and as zealously given to the poor- 
est of his flock as to others of a higher 
rank. The sick, the poor, and the aged 
were ever the objects of his peculiar regard. 
He enjoined on others a regular attention 
to the wants of the poor and afflicted oq 
the Sabbath, after they performed the pub- 
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lie duties of the sanctuary. " Visit," says 
he, *' those who are sick,' or who are in 
in trouble, especially those whom God has 
made needy by age, or by other sickness, 
as the feeble, the blind, and the lame who 
are in poverty. These you shall relieve 
with your goods after your power and after 
their need, for thus biddeth the Gospel.'" 
Having thus benevolently advised, he must 
himself have exhibited a bright example 
of what he inculcatted on others. He ap- 
pears to have been as charitable as he was 
pious; and by this union, in which he 
somewhat resembles our blessed Redeemer, 
he forms, so far as humanity will admit, a 
perfect model of a Christian pastor. <^ He 
was, in short, instant in season and out of 
season, showing himself a patron of good 
works; in doctrine showing imcorrupted- 
ness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech that 
eould not be condemned, that he that was 
of the contrary part might be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of him.*"* 

• Vaughan's Ufe of Wyel^e, ii. 10—^, where this 
subject is fully discussed. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



!i%e popularity of his lectures on his reHtmfrom 
Bruges. — The effects of them on the part of his 
enemies, — Summoned before his ecclesiastical 
superior at London, — Consulted on an important 
point by the English Parliament. — Again sum- 
moned at the instance of the Pope^ — His sick^ 
ness and recovery.-^Notice of some of his writ* 



Wtcliffe's opinions, expounded and en- 
forced with equal talent and intrepidity, 
not only in the pulpit, but also and chiefly 
in his place as professor of divinity, rapidr- 
ly spread and became the subject of the 
conversation and thought of all classes of 
men ; and in spite of ancient prejudices 
or of ignorance, they seem to have be- 
come popular. The members of the uni- 
versity of Oxford appreciated his character, 
and regarded their seminary as highly ho- 
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noured in haying so great a man in the list 
of their professors. They did not, indeed, as 
a body, espouse his sentiments : he was too 
far before his age to receive that very cor- 
dial support and co-operation which would 
have been so agreeable and so salutary. 
Yet multitudes of the students, and not a 
few of the graye and yenerable members of 
the uniyersity adopted his creed ; and by 
their instruction and example contributed 
to the dissemination of the new doctrines. 
Many of the nobility and gentry also, en- 
tering with interest into the question^ at- 
tended his lectures and became conyerts to 
his opinions. Nor was this the only e£Pect 
of his prelections. The report of these 
things, says one of his biographers, reach- 
ed into the country, and the hinds and la- 
bourers began to hear that a wonderful man 
was preaching and lecturing at Oxford in 
thdr own tongue, (for he had wisely laid 
aside the Latin language then uniyersally 
used in our uniyersities ;) so that they were 
tempted to come and listen ; and if they 
once came, such was the charm of his plain 
and familiar eloquence that they were sure 
I 
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to return, and to bring their neighbours 
with them. In this way did he preach the 
Gospel to the poor and ignorant as wdl 
as the rich and learned^ The doors and 
windows of the lecture-hall began to be 
beset by the populace ; and though, from 
the want of education and of printing, 
it was impossible for him to disseminate 
his opinions very rapidly or widely; yet 
here, by the flocking of the people from the 
country, a kind of substitute was provided 
for this want; and what had never yet 
been done by the lazy clergy of the Romish 
church, was now accomplished: <^ The 
Gospel was preached to the poor.^ 

In proportion, however, as the favourers 
of the new doctrines were gratified by the 
circumstances now detailed, the blind ad^ 
herents of the church of Rome, both lay- 
men and clergy, were alarmed and displeas- 
ed. This feeling they first displayed in 
attempts to interrupt the prelections of 
Wydifie by riot, and by endeayoiuing to 
prevent his admirers from assembling to 
listen to him. The barons and gentry were 
as ready to defend the person of their ve- 
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Aerated teacher aiid their own rights, as the 
opposite party were to insult the one and 
to make'encroachments on the other. They 
in fact came to the lecture with their ban- 
ners displayed, and attended by armed fol- 
lowers. This step had the desired efiect. 
Peace was restored. But, as has been re^ 
marked, a stranger might have taken this 
meeting for a hostile body, rather than as 
an assembly of students met for the peace- 
ful and holy purpose of hearing the Gospd 
of the Son of God opened and expounded. 

But the opposition of his enemies did not 
terminate here. The Anglican church, 
headed by Courtney, took up the question. 
Early in the year 1377? WycliiFe was sum- 
moned, at the instance of the Bishop of 
London and Archbishop of Canterbury, to 
appear before his ecclesiastical superiors, to 
answer certain charges as to his alleged 
heretical doctrines. Nor did he hesitate to 
obey their order. On the day appointed^ 
he appeared, attended by the Duke of Lan- 
caster and Henry Percy, Earl Marshall of 
England. The occasion had excited un- 
speakable interest ; and an immense crowd 
I 
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both of fnends and enemies had assemUed 
about the church of St Paulas, whete the 
meeting was to take place, to witness the 
unprecedented sight ; the concourse was, 
indeed, so great, that it was not without 
difficulty that Wycliffe and his noble fiiends 
could force their way into the (X)urt. The 
Bishop of London, when he beheld the 
accused attended by the two most powerM 
subjects of the crown, and perceived Percy 
avail himself of his official authority to make 
his way through the crowd, was greatly ir- 
ritated ; and a fierce dispute is said to have 
ensued ; of which the following is given by 
Fuller, the ecclesiastical historian, as the 
substance. 

Bishop Courtney. Lord Percy, M I had 
known what mastery you would have kept 
in the church, I would have stopt you fiom 
coming hither. 

Duke of Lancaster. We shall keep 
such mastery here, though you say nay. 

Lord Percy. (Addressing himself to our 
Reformer.) Wycliffe, sit down; for yoa 
have many things to answer to, and you 
need to repose yourself on a soft seat 
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BiA&p Courtney.' It is unreasoiiatde 
xbAt one cited l^efore his OrdinaTy should 
»t down during his answer. He must and 
shaQ stand. 

Duke of Lancaster. Lord Percy'^s mo- 
tion for Wydiffe is but reasonable. And 
as for you, my Lord Bishop, who are grown 
so proud and arrogant, I shall bring down 
the pride, not of you aione, but of all the 
prelacy m England. 

Bishop Courtney. Do your worst, Sir. 

Duke of Lancaster. You bear yoursdUT 
too lofty on acoount of the rank oi your 
parents, but such descent will be of no avail 
to you: your parents shall hare enough 
to do to help themselves. 

Bishop Courtney. My confidence is not 
in my parents, nor in any man else, but 
only in 6od, in whom I trust, and by whose 
assistance I will be bold to speak the truth. 

Duke of Lancaster. Rather than I will 
take these words at his hands, I would 
plfrck the Bishop by the hair out of the 
church. 

The quarrel had now attained its climax, 
these last words of the Duke, 
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were uttered in a low tone of voice, were 
really overheard by the assembled multi- 
tude ; most of whom, being attached to their 
bishop, declared their determination to op^ 
pose, even with their lives, any insult offer- 
ed to him. An extraordinary tumult and 
conAision arose ; the court, which had as* 
aembledwith much pomp, was forced to 
break up amidst riot and noise; the parties 
escaped in the best way they could ; and 
thus the prosecution was suspended for the 
present. 

With this unseemly quarrel we must not 
Ussociate the character of Wycliffe. He 
remained perfectiy silent, and did not in the 
least degree identify himself with the vio^ 
lence of his patrons. The renconter is not 
honourable to either party; though in the 
circumstances in which they were placed,^ 
there, was littie reason to expect moderation 
and candour. But whatever blame may 
be attached to his friends or his opponents, 
Wycliffe had no share in it. He stood 
silent as an accused and persecuted minis- 
ter of the gospel of peace, not for the pur- 
pose of personal or carnal warfare, bul^ 
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prepared, relying on divine aid, to incul- 
cate and establish those everlasting truths 
which his Bible had revealed to him. How- 
ever ardent or violent he sometimes may 
have been in maintaining his principles, he 
seems, on the present occasion, to have 
resolved " to follow after the things that 
make for peace, and things wherewith one 
may edify another.*" 

In the mean time Edward III. had died, 
and his grandson, Richard II. son to the 
Black Prince, succeeded him. The first 
parliament that assembled during the new 
reign showed a considerable degree of in- 
dependence, and very just notions respect- 
ing the exactions and arrogance of the pa- 
pal court. Among other things it was grave- 
ly discussed, ^^ whether it would not be 
lawful in a king, in case of necessity, and 
as the means of the defence of the country, 
to detain its treasure and to prevent its 
being conveyed to a foreign power, though 
the Pope himself should demand the same - 
under pain of his censure, and by virtue of 
obedience said to be due to him.*" 
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' This question, the very mention of 
which shows no small degree of spirit, was 
found to involve most important considera- 
tions ; so that there was an absolute ne- 
cessity that the soundest views should be 
entertained in regard to it^ On such a 
subject the authority of Wycliffe was now 
greater than that of any other man in the 
kingdom ; and this question, in the name 
of the king, was accordingly referred to his 
judgment. Such reference must have been 
gratifying to him, inasmuch as it afforded 
him a renewed opportunity of lifting his 
pen agiunst the avaricious character of the 
Roman church, and of instilling into the 
minds of his countrjrmen more just opinions 
both as to their national and ecclesiastical 
independence. He entered into the consi- 
deration of the subject with his usual judg- 
ment and energy, trying its merits accord- 
ing to " the principles of the law of 
Christ,^ without the least regard to any 
previous decisions that the Catholic church 
might have given respecting it. He shows 
that self-preservation is the duty as well of 
nations as of individuals ; and that, ac- 
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cordisgly, the kingdom was imperiously 
eatted upon to retain its treasure for that 
purpose, in every case where necessity should 
appear to require it. Besides, he regarded 
every contribution made to the Pope as 
strictly an alms ; to be with propriety with- 
held when it could not be afforded, or when 
his holiness was not in circumstances to need 
it. The wealth, indeed, of the papal court 
uras known at this time to be excessive, 
-while the embarrassments of England were 
producing the loudest murmurs. He con- 
cludes his reply in the following manner, . 
so characteristic of him. '^ Christ, the 
head of the church, whose example should 
be followed by all Christian priests, lived on 
the alms of devout women. He hungered, 
thirsted, was a stranger, and suffered in 
many ways, not only in his members, but 
in himself. As the Apostle testifies, he 
was made poor for your sakes, that ye, 
through his poverty, might be enriched. * ♦ 
Accordingly when the church was first en- 
dowed, whoever among the clergy were 
then holders of any temporal possessions, 
held the same in the form of a perpetual 
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alms. This is evident from histories and 
from other writings. Hence St. Ben^ordy 
in his second book to Pope Eugenius, de- 
clared, in reference to the secular dominion 
claimed by him in virtue of his ofSce, * It 
may indeed be claimed by you in virtue of 
some other plea, but assuredly by no right 
or title derived from apostles. For how 
could an apostle give unto you that which 
he did not himself possess ? That care over 
the church which he really had, he gave 
you ; but when did he give you any worldly 
rule or lordship ? Observe what he saith ;^ 
'Not bearing yourselves as lords over God'^s 
heritage, but yielding yourselves as exam- 
ples to the flock.'' And that ye may not 
think these words spoken in a show of hu- 
mility, and not in truth, mark the words of 
our Lord himself in the Gospel : 'The kings 
of the nations have lordship over them, 
but it shall not be so with you.' Here 
lordly dominion is plainly forbidden by the 
Apostles, and wilt thou venture to usurp 
the same ? If a lord, thine apostleship is 
lost ; if an apostle, thy lordship is no more, 
for certainly the one or the other must be 
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xeUiiquished. If both are sought, both 

«hall be lost. Or shouldst thou succeed^ 

then judge thyself to be of that number 

arespecting whom God so justly complains, 

frying, ^ they have reigned, but not through 

me ; they have become princes, but I have 

not known them.** And if men will keep 

i^t which i^ forbidden, let us hear what is 

eaid ; ' he who is the greatest amongst you 

iduill be made as the least, and he who is 

the highest, shall be your minister ^ and to 

illustrate this saying, he set a child in the 

midst of his disciples. This, then, is the 

true form and institution of the apostolic 

calling : lordship and rule are forbidden ; 

sdmstration and service are commanded.^ ^ 

^^ From these words of a blessed man 

whom, the whole church hath agreed to 

honour, it appears that the Pope has no 

i^ht to possess himself of the goods of the 

ehufch, as though he were lord of them ; 

but that he is to be, with respect to them, 

as a minister or servant, and the proctor fox 

the poor. And would to God that the same 

proud and eager desire of authority and 

lordship which is now discovered by this 
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seal of power, were ought else tbsn a de- 
clension, preparing the pathway of antU 
Christ? From the Gospel it is evident, 
that the children of Christ^ s kingdom wera 
not produced by sudi means, but were the 
fruit of his poverty, his humility and fan 
sujSering of injury. The same blessed 
man, St. Bernard, writes thus : < I fear not 
any greater befidling thee than this eager 
thnrsting for dominion.^ ^ 

This celebrated reply of Wycliflfe, whidbi 
we have given as fully as our limits will ad* 
mit, could not but have the effect of exasper*. 
adng the wrath and indignation with whidi 
the Pope and the priests were already ani- 
mated against him. He must have fiire* 
seen that this would be the case; and ihe 
candid and fearless nature of his r^y, 
therefore, does him the greatest lumour. 
Like the illustrious reformer John Knox, 
of whom he may be looked upcm as ihe 
prototype, he feared not the face of man, 
and was regardless of all considerations diat 
affected himself, when employed in the dis- 
charge of what he reckoned his duty. The 
English priesthood had found, as we have 
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already seen, their authority to be too 
feeble either to induce him to abate his la- 
bours or to diminish his influence. It is 
not indeed unlikely that their endeavours 
for this purpose had had an effect the con- 
trary of that at which they aimed, and had 
promoted that cause which they wished to 
destroy* They, accordingly, now applied 
to the Pope ; and nineteen heretical arti- 
cles, alleged to be selected from his writ- 
ings, from his lectures in the university, or 
from his conversation, were transmitted to 
Borne for the consideration of his Holiness 
and the cardinals. These articles contain 
almost every error of which, under such an 
e»Aufiive church as that of Rome, a man 
could be accused; but the general ten- 
dency of them may be very briefly express- 
ed ; namely his condemnation of the Pope^s 
assumed temporal and spiritual power, and 
of the worldly possessions of the Roman 
hierarchy. For a more minute catalogue 
of the heresies charged against our Re- 
fonner, we refer the reader to Mr. Vaugh- 
an's interesting work. Meanwhile we pro- 
ceed to state, that on the transmission of 
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this grave and lengthened accusation to the 
sovereign pontiff, that exalted personage 
lost no time in taking those decisive steps 
which the Anglican church seems to have 
expected. He warmly espoused the cause 
ofWydiffe'*8 accusers; and in November 
1377? he dispatched no fewer than five 
bulls to England on the subject ; three ad- 
dressed to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Bishop of London, one to the uni- 
versity of Oxford, and the fifth to the king. 
They were all of similar import ; the Pope 
expresses his regret that, in that very king- 
dom, which used to produce men endued 
with a right knowledge of the Scriptures, 
grave, devout, and champions of the ortho- 
dox faith, those whose office it is to be 
watchmen, are- slothful and negligent, inso- 
much that the latent motions and open 
attempts of enemies are perceived at 
Rome, situated at a great distance, before 
they are opposed in England. He states 
that he had heard with concern from per* 
sons worthy of credit, that John Wydiffe, 
rector of Lutterworth, and professor of di- 
vinity, with a fearlessness, the offspring of 
3 
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a detestable insanity, had ventured to dog- 
matize and preach in favour of. opinions, 
wholly subversive of the church, and con- 
trary to its^faith. He therefore commands 
the parties whom he addressed to seize the 
person of the offender, in the name of the 
Pope, to commit him to prison ; to obtain 
distinct and complete information respect- 
ing the real nature of his tenets; and, 
transmitting such information to Rome, to 
keep their prisoner in custody till they 
should get farther directions concerning 
him. In case they should fail in their at- 
tempts to apprehend him, they are directed 
to fix a citation in such places as they 
thought might attract his attention, de- 
manding his personal appearance before 
the pontiff within three months. The pre- 
lates were farther enjoined to use their best 
endeavour to prevent the king, the royal 
family, and the nobility, firom being defiled 
with these errors, but to be sincere and fer- 
vent in the faith, and believe such doctrines 
subversive of all government. 

Such were these bulls, and such were 
the peremptory means which the Pope 
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thought it his duty to employ, in order to 
defeat the infiuence of this early reformer. 
But his holiness, like other men in irre- 
sponsible situations, imagined he could 
check the progress of truth, or put an end 
to public opinion, merely by issuing an or- 
der to that effect. Such attempts are ge- 
nerally futile, as they were in this instance. 
Public opinion and genuine religion, when, 
once introduced, will, like hope, continue 
to advance, however silently, or however 
strongly resisted. The university of Oxford 
received the commands of the Pope with 
much reluctance, and not till after much 
discussion ; but, to their honour be it re- 
corded, they took no steps in the business 
on which his holiness had addressed them : 
it would have been an unspeakable disgrace 
to the university, had they acted otherwise, 
and denounced a man who formed their 
greatest ornament. The prelates, however, 
entered with zeal into the views of the 
Pope. WydiiFe was summoned to appear 
before them at Lambeth. Nor did he he- 
sitate to obey. He appeared on the day 
appointed ; and though the power of the 
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Duke of Lancaster was much diminished, 
events discovered that he was fijr from re- 
quiring even his aid on the present occa- 
sion. On the court and the populace, his 
doctrines were daily making a powerful im- 
pression. The latter, alarmed for his safe- 
ty, surrounded the place of meeting, and 
with many of the dtizens, forced their way 
into the chapel where the meeting was 
held, proclaiming their attachment to the 
person and opinions of the rector of Lut- 
terworth. Nor was this all. Sir Lewis 
Clifford entered the court, and, in the name 
of the Queen-Dowager, forbade the bishop 
to pass any definite sentence regarding the 
conduct or doctrine of Wycliffe. The 
laity, on this occasion, as in a former in- 
stance, showed themselves superior to their 
spiritual guides in Christian liberality and 
feeling; and the plans of ecclesiastics to 
suppress the new tenets were a second time 
unsuccessful. The bishops, we are told, 
^^ being shaken as a reed with the wind, 
immediately became as soft as oil in their 
speech, to the open forfeiture of their own 
dignity, and the injury of their own chtirch. 
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With such fears were they struck, that yoa 
would think them a man who hears not, or 
one in whose mouths are no reproofs.*" 

Wycliffe, however, was not unprepared 
to meet his accusers or to enter on a de- 
fence of his doctrines. ' The truth is, he 
had prepared a written statement of his opi- 
nions, which he delivered to the prelates. 
Of the nature and character of this docu- 
ment, there have been various opinions; 
but without entering into discussions, we 
hesitate not, with Mr. V aughan, to deckre, 
that, in our judgm^it, it is worthy of our 
Keformer^s character, being characterized 
by the same intrepid avowal of truth, and 
the same detestation of corruption, which he 
had uniformly exhibited. The introduction 
to it deserves to be quoted: 

^^ In the first place, I protest publicly, 
as I have often done, that I resolve, with 
my whole heart, and by the grace of God, 
to be a sincere Christian ; and, while life 
shall last, to profess and to defend the law 
of Christ as far 86 I have power.. If 
through ignorance, or from any other 
cause, I shall &Si in this determination. 
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I ask forgiveness of God,-— ^md, letract- 
ing the error, I submit "with humility to 
the correction of the church. And to pre- 
vent the Christian from being scandalized 
on my account, since I am persecuted for 
my faith, and since the notions of children 
and weak persons, concerning what I have 
taught, are conveyed by others, beyond 
the seas, even to the court of Rome, I am 
willing to commit my opinion to writing. 
These also I am now ready to defend, even 
unto death ; and the same duty I regard 
as binding upon all Christians, but particu- 
larly on the Bishop of Rome, and on .the 
whole priesthood of the church. In my 
conclusion I have followed the sacred Scrip- 
tures, and the holy doctors, both in their 
meaning and modes of expression ; this I 
am willing to show, but should it be prov- 
ed that such conclusions are opposed to the 
faith, I am prepared, very willingly, to re- 
tract them.''' 

Of this document we shall not give any 
farther account. Nor is it necessary ; fcr 
it contains little else than a reiteration of 
the opinions of which we have already taken 
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notice.. But we cannot fesist Temarking, 
that this introduction is distinguished alike 
for its boldness, its candour, and its piety. 
It is honourable to WydifiPe both as a man 
and a Christian. In our estimation it en- 
titles him to a high place among those 
sincere Christians <^ of whom the world was 
not worthy.^ Under no circumstances 
'< was he ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.*" 
He seems to have been actuated by the 
elevated sentiment of St. Paul — " if I suf- 
fer with Christ, I shall also reign with 
him.*" Indeed he appears to have acted 
upon the adrice given by another apostle ; 
*^ if ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy 
are ye : and be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled ; but sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts ; and be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear, having a good 
conscience."*' The foregoing words are not 
more applicable to our Reformer than the 
subsequent, which immediately follow them, 
are to his accusers : — " Whereas they seek 
evil of you as of evil doers, many may be 
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be ashamed tibat falsely accuse your good 
conversation in Christ.**' 

We have imputed the escape of Wycliffe 
on this occasion to the liberal interference 
of the Queen-Mother and of the populace.* 
Certainly much was owing to these drcum* 
stances, but something also was due to the 
distractions of the times. The Roman 
church presented the singular appearance 
of two rival Popes. On the death of 
Gregory, the late pontiff, two opposite fac- 
tions sprung up ; the Christian world was 
divided between them : and the two new 
Popes were supported respeetively by dif- 
ferent portions of Europe. " And which 
of the two,^ says Mosheim, ^^ is to be con> 
sidered as the true and lawful Pope is to 
this day matt^ of doubt ; nor will the re- 



* We almost forgot to mention, that an anonymous 
writer attacked Wycliffe*s doctrines respecting the 
mfallibility of the Pope. This antagonist affirmed the 
Pope to be incapable of sin, and that therefore what- 
ever he ordained must be just. Our reformer replied 
to this " motley theologian," as he called him, with 
that boldness and want of ceremony which such ab- 
surd tenets demanded. 
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cords and witnesses alleged by the contend* 
ing parties enable us to adjust that point with 
any certainty." We shall: not enter on this 
controversy, which shook popery to its very 
foundation, as an account of it would 
tend so little to edification. Nor, though 
Wydiffe took a part in the discussion, did 
he do so in that spirit of party or of worldly 
and secular violence which then unhappily 
predominated. /He took advanti^ of this 
schism in the church, to inculcate the most 
solemn truths, to open the eyes of his coun- 
trymen to a true sense of the Roman hier- 
archy, and thus to accelerate its downfall. 
He pubUshed a tract '^ On the schism of 
the Popes,'^ full of the most important dis- 
cussions, and striking more directly and 
powerfully than before at the root of that 
spiritual despotism which had so lotig kept 
the Christian world in thraldom. " Christ,'' 
says he, <^ has begun to help us graciously 
in struggling for our freedom, because he 
has cloven the head of Anti-Christ, and 
made the two parts fight against each other. 
For it is not doubtful that the sin of the 
Popes, which has been so long continued. 
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hath biought in this division.^ By various 
arguments he wrests from the hands of - 
churchmen those weapons which had been- 
wielded long and successfully both agunst 
true and undeiiled religion, and against civil' 
liberty. His pulpit discourses, also, were 
directed to the same object. Referring to 
this schism, he declares that the Pope is not 
on Ghrisf s side, because Christ gave his* 
life for his sheep, but on the side of Anti- 
Christ, who sacrifices many lives for his 
pride. This man feedeth not the sheep of 
Christ, as Christ thrice commanded Peter, 
but spoileth them and slayeth them, and 
leadeth them many wrong ways.^ In 
shiMTt, to restore men, as Mr. Vaughan re- 
marks, to the more enhghtened service of 
their Maker, by rendering the fear of Ood, 
and not the fear of man, the ruling temper 
of the mind, was the devout puipose to 
which this event is ever applied^ 

About the same time our Reformer com- 
pleted another work, entitled ^< On the 
Truth and Meaning of Scripture,'^ said by 
Mr. Vaughan to be the most extended, if 
not the most systematically arranged, of all 
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liiB works. It embodies almost every sen- 
timent peculiar to the mind of its autbor; 
and it contains the most complete exposure 
of the corruptions, both ciyil and religious, 
of the Roman Catholic church. Of this 
vork, of which two copies only are known 
to be extant, none of Wycliffia^s biographers 
have given an analysis, though they all 
speak of it in terms of unqualified appro- 
bation : but it may not be improper to re- 
mark, that in it he first contended for the 
necessity of a translation of the Bible into 
the English language ; a task which he had 
the honour to be the first to perform, and 
which, by enabling the people to judge fi>r 
themselves, did more to accelerate the down- 
fall of popery, and to promote the progress 
of the reformation, than every other circum- 
stance taken together. On this subject we 
shall soon have occasion to speak more fully. 
But though Wycliffe escaped from the 
persecution of his enemies, and had hither- 
to with uninterrupted good health been ai- 
abled for twenty years to make those great 
efforts as a Reformer, of which we have 
given an account, yet the labour, and ex- 
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citements, and hostilities to which he had 
been exposed, so shook his frame at this 
period as to put his valuable life in immi- 
nent danger. The disease, with which he 
was attacked, was of a paralytic kind, which 
a few years afterwards, was the cause of his 
death. But though he seemed rapidly ap- 
proaching his end, the violence of his ene- 
mies was not softened. They flattered them- 
selves that now, when he was brought low, 
they would gain a triumph over him, and 
that he would be induced to confess and 
relinquish what they regarded as his er- 
rors. But little do they seem to have known 
of the real character of their opponent. 
Wycliffe was at Oxford when he was seized 
with this malady. A deputation, consist- 
ing of four friars of different orders, and of 
four senators of the city, were appointed to 
wait on him. When they entered his apart- 
ment, he was stretched upon his bed, una- 
ble to raise himself up. Struck with their 
appearance, he inquired with feeble voice 
who his visitors were; upon which, after 
expressing what they did not feel, some 
kind wishes as to his better health and a 
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recovery from his present afflictioii, they 
informed him that they had been deputed 
to impress on his mind the wrongs which 
the mendicant friars had sustained at his 
handy and to implore him that, as he was 
now apparently at the point of death, he 
would no longer retain an impenitent and 
hardened heart, but would express contri- 
tion for the crying injuries he had done 
their order* The sick man remained silent 
and motionless till this address was con- 
cluded. He then raised his hand and 
beckoned to his servants to place pillows 
behind him, that he might be enabled to 
sit uprights and fixing his eyes on his 
visitors, all emaciated as he was, he cried 
with a loud voice, / shall not die^ but livcy 
and yet declare the evil deeds of the friars. 
Struck with these words, and with the so- 
lemn and intrepid manner, in which they 
were uttered, the deputation hurried from 
his presence : they were awed into reverence 
and silence : they seemed as if they had 
heard a prophetic announcement ; and they 
lived indeed to see the truth of Wycliffe^s 
declaration. The scene, in tiruth, was a 
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/ 
moBt impoaing one : nor would it bp^easy lo 

uoii^ne any circumstance more character- 
istic of our illustrious Reformer or more ho- 
nourable to him. 

The duration of his sickness we are not 
told ; but, under providence, he was doomed 
to sunrive it, and to acquire new and more 
splendid triumphs in the cause of reforma- 
tion. But on Ais subject we shaU not enter 
in the present chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Wgclijfh urns iheJSrtttoiTQmhU the wkUe l^^nth 
turea into the English Tongue, — Various partiof 
Translations before his time, — His Motives for 
vndertaking the task, — The manner in which he 
executed it,--^ The opposition he experieneedr^ 
The happy effects of his Labours. 

At the conclusion of the preceding chapter, 
we stated that, after his sickness, Wyditife 
achieved more splendid triumphs in iJie 
cause of reformation than he had previou&t]r 
gained. We alluded, in particular, to his 
translation of the BiUe into the English 
tongue ; of which we now proceed to give 
an account 

When Christianity was introduced in- 
to England, the Bible was made known to 
the learned of that country in the Latin 
language. That sacred book was never 
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known in a Celtic or Gaelic dress ; and the 
Hebrew or Greek were not introduced into 
this island tiU two or three centuries after 
the time of WycliffeJ The Bible, therefore^ 
being in the Xtatinlongue, could be known 
only to 8cholar8,^-of whom, indeed, there 
were very few in these days. From the 
time of the departure of the Rmnans, the 
Anglo-Saxon and the Anglo-Norman dia- 
lects successively became the vernacular 
tongue ; and under such circumstances, the 
volume of inspiration was a sealed book to 
the great body of them. Some partial at* 
tempts, indeed, were made to translate it 
into the language of the country ; and, so 
tut as they went, these attempts were at- 
tended with much good. With regard to 
Ikm nature and extent, however, there 
imve been various opinions ; but, without 
entangling ourselves in antiquarian discus- 
sions, we may affirm that, though several 
detached portions of the sacred volume had 
been given tb th^ people in their vernacular 
tongue before the time of Wycliffe, that 
celdirated man was the first to lay before 
hia countrymen a tranriation of the whole 
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of that inspired book. Tins is an honour 
of which it would be in vain to attempt to 
deprive him ;* and it is one which entitles 
him to be enrolled among the most illus- 
trious benefactors of mankind. A literal 
translation of the entire Scriptures, to ttse 
the words of Mr. Vaughan, was strictly a 
new event in our religious history ; and the 
publication of siich a work to be the pro^ 
perty, not of distinguished individuals, but 
of the people in general^ was a measure 
far beyond any thing contemplated by his 
precursors in the labours of translation.* ' 

The translation of the Scriptures, into 
the vernacular language of England, so that 
the people might- be enabled to read in their 
own tongue the wonderfiil works of Ood» he 
had had long in view ; and of the necessity 
and paramoimtimportance of the measure he 



• For some particulars on this suliject, the reader 
may consult the yariotis iAvet of Wydiffe, particularly 
Mr. Baber^s SUi. Ace. of Hie Saxon and Rngli$k Ver- 
tiontoft/ie Scripturet^ previous to iJie opening qfihe LSth 
century. See also some notices in Dr. Lee's Memoriat 
on the Bible SocUtiet^ Edin. l^H, p. tl-2 s and Orme'i 
jmUioihkmMUlU,^SS,etuq. 
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Ind beea for y^tats fiilfy awaie. The ez« 
tirseto from hia works, whidi we here pr»- 
"viooaly given, affovd ample proof of both 
filieBe pocitio&s. We have not room, nor ii 
it Mcesnrj, to mxikiidy such extrai^ts; but 
the foUowkg-it may not be uninteresting to 
gire: 

^* Aft it is evident that the truth of the 
Christian &ith becomes more obvious the 
more the faith itself is known, and that 
i»diop8 condemn in the esr of secular lorda 
what is £uthfiil and true, on account of 
hatred to the person who maintains it,-* 

^bimest men are bound to declare the doc- 
taine which they hold, not only in Latin, 
b«it ki the vulgar tongue, that the truth 
iQay be more plainly and more widely 
known. * * Those heretics ought not to be 
Kstened to, who imagine that temporal lords 
should not possess the law of God, but that 
it is sufficient for them to know what may 
be jLeamed from the lips of their priests and 
pfelates. * * As the faith of the cfamdliis 
contained in the Scriptures, the more diese 
are known in an orthodox senae the better. 

- And mce tecukr men shoidd asauiedy 
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uadentand the faith, it shoidd be taught 
them in whatever language is best knoirn 
to them. Inasmuch, also, as the truth of 
the faith is clearer and more exact in the 
Scripture than the priests are known to ex- 
press it ; inasmuch, if one may say so, as. 
there are many prelates who are too igno* 
rant of the Scripture, and as others conceal 
points of Scripture, and as there are many 
other defects in the verbal instructions of 
priests, — the conclusion seems obvious, that 
believers should ascertain for themselves the 
matters of their faith, by having the Scrip- 
tures in a language which they know and 
understand. Besides, it was by faith, as 
described by the apostle, {Hebrews^ chap, 
xi.) that the saints of old overcame king- 
doms, and hastened to their own couiitry. 
Why then should not the things of faith be 
disclosed to the people now, so that they 
may comprehend them more clearly. He, 
in consequence, who shall prevent this, or 
murmur against it, does his utmost to con- 
tinue the people in a state of unbelief and 
condemnation. Hence, also, the laws made 
by prelates are not to bereeeived asjnatten 
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of faith; nor are we to confide in their 
public instructions or in any of their words, 
but as they are founded on holy writ ; for 
according to the constant doctrine of An- 
guatine, the Scriptures contain the whole of 
truth ; and this translation of them should 
therefore do at least this good, vis. placing 
bishops and priests aboye suspicion as to the 
parts of it which they profess to explain. 
Other means, also, as prelates, the pope and 
friars, may prove defective ; and to provide 
against this, Christ and his apostles evan- 
gelized the greater portion of the world, by 
making known the Scriptures in a language 
which was familiar to the people. To this 
end) indeed, did the Holy Ghost endow them 
with the knowledge of all tongues. Why, 
therefore, should not the living disciples of 
Christ do as they did, opening the Scrip- 
tures to the people so clearly and plainly.*" *♦ 
The Reformer then proceeds solemnly to 
inculcate the doctrine of individual respon^ 
siMHty as extending to all the matters of 
faith and practice. <« We must all appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, that 
evcv]^ one mvy reeekve the things done in 
2 
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Ms body, according to thst he faatk done^ 
whether it be good or bad.^ From the cer** 
tainty also^ that, on that awfol occasion 
when erery man shall stand before Ins 
judge, the answer of a canonist or prelate 
will be of no avail, he again yindicates Ids 
appeal to the right of private judgment, 
Mid urges on the laity ibe duty of a detoat 
attention to whatever may promote their 
faith in the grace of the Saviour, and 6be^ 
dience to his will. " God,'" says he, " wiB 
require of every man in the di^ of judgmoat 
a full account of the use to which he has put 
the talent that may have been ghren him.*" 
Such were the enlightened views which 
WyclifFe entertained on this subject ; and 
such the pious motives in which his labours 
in this great enterprize originated. He de^* 
sired not only that to the poor the Gospel 
should be preached, but that they migilt 
have in their own tongue that book which 
alone ** tcstifieth of Jesus, and maketh wise 
unto salvation.*" He knew that to render 
the Kble accessible and familiar to the peo- 
ple, was to introduce a light diat would dSm^ 
pel the darkness, in which the woild had for 
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ctnCttries been etnreloped, suid to put an end 
to ignorance, imposture, * and superstition^ 
And in order to gain this object the more 
efifectually, and to disperse generally among 
tfae- people the Word of God, he subdivided 
the New Testament into various small 
vidumes. These contained either the four 
Gospels, or St. Paul's Epistles, or the Gre- 
nard Epistles and the book of Revelation» 
or some other similar portion. The time 
he spent on the work cannot now be ascer- 
tained: it is likely that it had been bis fa- 
vourite task for years, as from his writingi 
we learn that he had been early impressed 
with the vast importance of the work. The 
Latin Vulgate, then in use^ was that from 
which he translated, as he was not ao- 
^ainted with the Greek or Hebrew ; nei- 
ther of which languages had then been intro- 
duced into Britain : and his version is in 
many places so strictly literal that to one 
unacquainted with the Latin, it is not un- 
frequently obscure. Of this versii)n we 
■ball give a very brief specimen at the end 
ef this volume. 
. This great achievement of the transla- 
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tim of the BiMe was not nuyre iMeftil to-tlw 
people than it was detested and condemiMd 
by the clergy. They cried out that the 
*^ Gospel-pearl, in being £reely com]Aum<« 
cated to the pec^le, was cast to swine «ad 
trodden under feet; that the jewel of the 
ebunch, which was the Bible, had bom 
committed expressly to the clergy and doc^ 
tors, in order that by them it m%ht be mU 
nistered to the laity and weaker person^ 
according to the exigency of the times, and 
^e wants of these weaker members ; that 
to translate it, so that all could read it^ was 
to intrude on what had ever been the chief 
talent committed to the dergy; and to 
make the Bible, which had been heretofore 
roTerenced both by the dergy, and the lai^, 
the common jest of both orders.^ It was 
contended, that the prelates ought not to 
suffer that every one at his pleasure should 
read the Scriptures, because it was plain 
from experience^ that this has fnequaady 
been the occasion of faUing into heresies 
and errors. It is not, therefisre, pofil3<^ 
they say, that every one wheresoever and 
whensoever he will, should give' hims^ 
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to the fcnre&t ttttdj of die Scriptures.* 
Nmfy it was insisted upon << that the de« 
«re€s of bishop in the churdi were of 
gseater authority, weight, and digmty, 
dian the Scriptures themselves^^ 

Nor is it to be wondered at, that the 
dmrch was averse to the trandation of the 
Word of Ood into the vemacuhur hm- 
guage, and to its general difiusion among 
the people. Such a state of things was 
directly calculated to expose their own 
want of learning, and their almost total ig- 
imnnce of that blessed book. Some even 
of die dignified clergy had never read the 
BtUe, and knew no more of its contents 
dum what they had met with in their mift- 
sals. And diey were as totally devoid of 
emditionandseeular knowledge. Under such 
spiritoal guides, the people perished for lack 
of knowledge. That book which was able 
to make them wise unto Salvation, and in- 
tended to be accessible equaUy to <' Jew 
and Greek, Barbarian and Scythian, bond 
andfree,^ was locked up from them, and 
the use of it, in their own tongues, pro- 
hibited under the heaviest penalties. The 
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reli^ous service was mumbled oTer in « 
dead language, which many of the priests 
did not understand, and some of them 
could scarely read ; and the greatest care 
was taken to prevent, not the Bible merely, 
but even Catechism^, composed and ap- 
proved by the clergy, from coming into the 
hands of the laity. 

Under such circumstances, we .cannot 
sufficiently admire Wycliffe for the un- 
speakable benefit he conferred on his coun- 
trymen, and for the great impluse he gave 
to the triumph of divine truth. He pie^ 
sented his contemporaries with a transla- 
tion of the inspired volume in their own 
language, at a time when, except throu^ 
divine agency, it was almost impossible for 
him to have undertaken such a hasardous 
task. But overlooking any persecution to 
which he might be exposed,. ^< he studied 
to show himself approved unto God.** He 
seems to have realised, in his conduct, the 
apostolical injunctions which St. Paul on- 
forced on the Christian brethren of £phe- 
sus. " He put on the whole armour of Ood, 
that he might be able to stand against the 
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-iriles of the devil ; for he wrestled not 
against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the rulerd 
of the darkness of this world, against spi- 
ritual wickedness in high places. He took 
unto himself the whole armour of God, 
that he ttiight be able to withstand in the 
evil day. He had his feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace. Above 
all, he took the shield of faith, and the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
spirit, which is the word of God, praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in 
the spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints.^^ 
Uiider the influence of such, divine impul- 
ses, and regardless of what man might do 
to him, he communicated to his country- 
men a knowledge of that book ^' which 
alone contains the word of eternal life."*^* 

* irycliffe*8 translation was completed in 1383. It 
still remains in MS. (of which there are numeroua 
copies), with the exception of the New Testament, 
which was first published by Lewis in 1731, and re- 
printed in 1810 under the superintendence of Mr. 
Bi.be!'. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



WycUffe attacks ^e Rcmuh doctrme of TrmtiA' 
stamiation, both in his Lectures in the Universi^ 
and from the Pulpit* — The Church is offended ai 
this, — Steps taken against him by the Univer- 
sity. — He appends to the King and the Court. — 
Result of that Appeal. — Various persecutions to 
which he is exposed.'^Summoned btfore a Cm* 
vocation at O^ord. — His defence. — JDrtvenfrom 
the University, and retires to Lutterworth. 

Having completed the greatest work which 
he was honoured of God to perform, the 
translation of the Bihle, Wycliffe did not 
think himself warranted to remain idle or 
to desert the good cause which he had so . 
auspicioufiily begun. He commenced an 
attack against one of the most heretical and 
absurd doctrines of the Romish church, 
namely transubstantiation, — by which was 
meant, that, in the holy sacrament of the 
Buppet, the bread and wine, after being 
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consecrated by the priest, was chasged into 
the real body and blood of Christ. No doc- 
trine can be imagined more idolatrous or 
blasphemous ; and yet to deny or to doubt 
it, was to be giulty of a crime deserving 
the most decided interposition of the church. 
This tenet, though in the days t)f Wycliffe 
an indispensable one, had not been heard of 
fer eight centuries after the death of our 
blessed Saviour: the opinion then preva- 
lent was that, which now obtains* in ortho- 
dox, protestant churches, namely, that the 
elements of bread and wine, used^ in the sa- 
crament of the Lord^s ^supper, were only 
figuratively meant to represent the body 
and Uood of Christ. But though the doc- 
trine of transubstantiati<m had been but 
reoently introduced as an article of papal 
fidth, it was not on that account the less 
reverenced, or regarded as less obligatory. 
Jt was indispensably necessary to believe 
and to recognise it. This doctrine, though 
fortified by the bulwarks of the church, and 
though to doubt it was denominated heresy, 
our Befonoer, fiilly persuaded of its falser 
hood and absurdity, did not hesitate to ex- 
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pose. He knew the evils to which on t^ 
account he might be exposed ; but animated 
with a love of truth, and drawing his opi- 
nions from the volume of inspiration, he 
was prepared to encounter them. Of the 
spirit in which he took this step, we may 
judge from the following extract which 
forms the introduction to " The Wioket,'' 
one of his most popular treatises on this 
subject. 

^' Forasmuch as our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, with the prophets who were before 
him, and the apostles who were presently 
with him, whom he also left after him, and 
whose hearts were mollified by the Holy 
Ghost, — ^have warned us and given us know- 
ledge, that there are too manners of ways, 
one to life, the other to death : therefore 
pray we heartily to God that he, of his 
mere mercy, will so strengthen ;as with the 
grace and steadfastness of his holy spirit, 
as to make us strong in spiritual living 
according to the gospel, that so the world, 
no not the very infidels, papists or apostates, 
may gather any occasion to speak evil of 
us; that we may enter into that strait 
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^sle, as Christ crur SaTioux and all that 
followed him haye done, not in living 
tut in diUgent labouring — yea^ in great 
Muffbrenee of persecution even to the 
densthr 

The doctrines promulgated by Wycliffe 
relative to this gross error of the papal 
eburdi, were first brought forward in his 
sermons : they were afterwards enforced in 
his lectures as professor of divinity. The 
novelty oi them did not in any degree at- 
tract puUic attention till the year 1381, 
whoft he published twdLve conclusions, at 
which he had arrived respecting them. 
These condusbiis have been printed by 
Mr. Yaughan ; and though a few of them 
are somewhat vague, it is evident from the 
genattl tenor of them that he was com* 
pletely opposed to the doctrine of popery 
on the subject. In the first of them he 
asserts ^^ that the consecrated host, which 
we see upon the altar, is neither Christ, 
nor any part of him, but an effectual 
\ rign of him.^ In the fillth he main- 
tains that transubstaatiation, or any word 
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of similar, import, of wMch the friars used 
many, have no foundation in Scripture. 

After the publication of these conchi* 
sions, Wyclifie offered, according to the 
custom of the times, to defend them pub- 
licly against all who might present them- 
selves. It is not likely that any wouhl 
have been found willing to enter the lists, 
with a man whose intrepidity and whose 
powers of debate were so conspicuous. But 
at any rate no discussion would have beeii 
allowed. The truth is, William de Bretoa* 
the chancellor of the university, dreading 
the influence of Wycliffe's eloquence, if 
any public exposition or defence of his new 
opinions were permitted, interfered to pre- 
vent it. In his efforts to silence the Re- 
former, and to check the diffusion of his 
opinions, he persuaded twelve of the doc- 
tors of the university, eight of whom were 
either monks or mendicants, to join him in 
signing a programme ; by which it was or^* 
dained that no member of that institution 
should be permitted, under pain .of impri- 
sonment and suspension from his pffioe, to 
hold these unauthorized doctrines, or to dis- 

Digitized by Google 



JOHN WYCLIFFE. 139 

pate upon them. The same penalties were 
also adjudged by this notable junto to such 
as should be convicted of listening to any 
defence of these " erroneous assertions.^ 

The meeting, in which these resolutions 
were adopted, appears to have been pri- 
vately convened. At the moment when it 
wjw held, Wycliffe was seated in his chair 
as professor, and lecturing to a crowded 
audience on the very subject against which 
its Eliminations were directed. Without 
showing him that degree of respect to 
which, on account of his official situation, 
he was entitled, the chancellor and his co- 
ai^uton despatched a messenger to him, 
who entered his class-room, and in pre- 
sence of his students, pronounced the 
resolutions which we have already given. 
Taken by surprise, and in doubt as to the 
best mode of resisting the hostility which 
had. so suddenly assumed this formidable 
shape, the lecturer paused. The rude in- 
trusion, and the object which it was meant 
to serve, overpowered him. But a mo- 
ment was sufficient to restore his confidence. 
He then arose— diallenged the collected 
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strength of his opponents to a fidr 
tion of his published opinions,-— «nd chaone- 
terized the insulting step whieh had been 
taken as unworthy of the cause in whidi it 
was employed. He had often declared it 
to be the duty of the magistrates to pia- 
tect the life, the property, and, in all sudi 
cases as the present, the personal fi?eed<»i 
of the subject. On this maxim he was mom 
resolved to act with a firmness not inferior 
to that of his adversaries. The altematire 
placed before him was silence or impriaon- 
ment; and the chancellor was, therefixre, 
informed that, if the question was to he 
one of force and' not of reason, he would 
appeal, not to the pope, for he no longer 
recognised his authority, but to the king in 
parliament. 

Nor was he a man to threaten^ and not to 
carry into effect. He did af^eal, as he bad 
said, and the appeal is entitled '* A oomf 
plaint of John Wydiffe to the king and 
parliament,^ — and consists of four pacta. 
The first is, ^< that the rule laid down by 
Christ in the gospel, for the attainment of 
salvatbn, is more perfect than that inrented 
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Isf- St. Francis, St. Benedict, or jiny other.^ 
The second asserts ^^ that the king has 
pawer to punish ecclesiastical persons con* 
victed of certain crimes.'' The third arti- 
cle treats of tithes and offerings. And the 
fourth affirms <' that Christ's teaching and 
belief of the sacrament of his own body, 
which is plainly taught by Christ and bis 
Apostles, in gospels and epistles, may be 
apenly taught in churches of christian peo- 
jde."" And he concludes with a prayer, 
*^ that God of his mercy would stir these 
priests to preach the gospel in word and 
fife, and to beware of Satan's deceits."* 

A considerable interval, however, had to 
' elapse before the meeting of the next par- 
liament ; during which time Wycliffe either 
did not lecture at all at Oxford, or he con- 
ned his lectures on topics less dangerous 
to his personal safety. It is not unlikely, 
indeed, that he spent his interval chiefly in 
the peaceful and faithful discharge of his 
sacred duties at Lutterworth ; and it seems 

♦ The above paragraph we owe to ]Mr. Tytler ; but 
an extremely full account of this *« Complaint'* is given 
by Mr. Vaughan. (Vol.ii. pp. 117—126.) 
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that this partial aile&ce, impoaed on. him^ 
induced him to resume his pen, in order tp 
give greater publidty to his opinionai. Pur* 
ing this period he produced " The Wicket,'' 
a work that has been often reprinted, and 
in which, after alluding to the seyere. treat* 
ment he had experienced, he expounds and 
illustrates the opinion with which reason 
* and a diligent perusal of the Scripture bad 
inspired him, on the subject at issue. Be^ 
{erring to the absurd doctrine of transub^ 
stantiation, he asks, ^^ May the dung, made 
turn again, and make him. who made it? 
Thou then that art an earthly man, by 
what reason mayest thou say that diou 
makest their Maker ? * * Can it be be- 
Heyed that the thing, such as bread and 
wine, whidi is not God to-day, shall be Ghod 
to-morrow: Yea, that the thing, which k 
without spirit of life, but groweth in the 
field by nature, shall another time be God P 
And still, in contradiction of this, must wq 
belieye that Grod is without beginning and 
without ending ?^ 

The parliament which tookl^Wydiffe^s 
'< Complaint'' into consideration met at Ox^r 
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fbrd s few months after this document was 
drawn out; and the impression which it 
made, when it was laid before them, must 
hare been highly gratifying to our Re- 
former. The members of the Commons pe- 
titioned the king on the subject ; and as 
the resolution of the chancellor to^ the doc- 
tors, which was complained of, *^ had never 
been agreed to, nor granted by the Com- 
mons, but whatever was moved therein was 
inthout their consent,'' it is required, " that 
the said resolution be rescinded.'" And it 
is fiirther declared to be ^ in no wise their 
meaning, that either themselves, or such as 
AmU succeed them, shall be farther bound 
to the prelates than were their ancestors in 
former times." 

But the support which Wycliffe thus re- 
crived, and the hopes which it was calcu- 
lated to excite, were not destined long to 
cheer him. Though parliament had come 
to the manly resolution to which we have 
just referred, that high court did not use 
means to carry its own enactment into effect 
Nothing, indeed, was more common in those 
days than the violation of oaths, and pro- 
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mises on the part both of the sovereign and 
his government. Such was in part the case 
in the present instance. The resolution in 
question was not rescinded, as the house of 
commons had required ; nor was the hos^ 
tility of the church abated by the decision 
of that court, particularly as such decision 
was not followed up by any energetic steps 
on the part of government. 

The church, indeed, had not been an in- 
attentive spectator of Wycliffe''s proceed- 
ings, since the first promulgation of his 
opinions relative to transubstantiation. She 
had, in truth, been doing all in her power 
to frustrate his efforts, and to expose his 
person to danger. Courtney, bishop of 
London, had (1381) been elevated to the 
archiepiscopal see of Canterbury, and was 
now distinguished by the designation of 
** pillar of the church.'" No sooner was he 
invested with his new dignity than he called 
a synod to deliberate concerning certain 
doctrines, diffused " as well among the no- 
bility as the commons of this realm of 
England.*" This assembly soon met, con- 
sisting of eight prelates, fourteen doctors of 
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the civil and canon lair, two bachelors of 
divinity, fifteen monks, and four mendi- 
cants. They convened in the monastery of 
the Grey-friars in London ; and the object 
of the Archbishop seems to have been to 
procure a formal condemnation of the ob« 
noxious tenets, and afterwards to commence 
an unsparing persecution of such as should 
hesitate to renounce them. The meeting 
was about to proceed to business when 
the city was visited by an earthquake, and 
the house. in which they were met was 
shaken to its foundation. The members, 
with pale looks and trembling voices, en- 
treated for an adjournment ; and were about 
to leave the convocation, regarding the ob- 
ject they had in view " as at variance with 
the will of heaven."' But the primate who 
presided, with great presence of mind and 
great ingenuity, conferred a different mean- 
ing on the alarming event, and reconciled 
the meeting to remain. " The earthquake," 
says he, ^^ portends a purging of the king- 
dom from heresies, inasmuch as there are 
included in the bowels of the earth air and 
' noidous spirits, and they are expelled in an 
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eaitliquake,<^— «iid so the earth k deaase^ 
but not without great violence : so, in the 
hearts of reprobate men, were many herenes 
shut up; but, by the condemnatioa of 
them, the kingdom has been cleared, though 
not without irksomeness and great comaio^ 
tions.^ The courage of the meeting being 
thus restored, they proceeded to bustneas^ 
and determined on twenty-four heretical con- 
clusions which had been preached *< gene- 
rally, commonly, and puUidy through the 
jnroyince of Canterbury, and the realm of 
England/' After a grave deliberation of 
three days, ten of these conclusions wete 
condemned as heretical ; the remainder aa 
ernmeous. They then proceeded to eTeom- 
municate all persons who, in time comii^, 
should dare to maintain and promulgate any 
of them. And to render their meeting and 
their authority the more imposing and 
authoritative, the whole of the clergy and 
the principal persons of the laity march^ 
barefooted through the stireets of London, 
emblematic of their repentance for the feul 
heresies which they had sufler«d''to gahi 
ground. The solemn procession having 
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mdved at St. PauTs, a friax ascended the 
pulpit, aad harangued the assembled multi* 
tude on the state of the times, and on what 
was their duty at so alarming a crisis. 
. All this was aimed at Wydiffe :- indeed 
tluit obnoxious person had been summoned 
t» appear before the court assembled at the 
Gfqrfioars ; but the summons haying been 
diiected to him as professor of divinity, be 
obiimed, as a member of the uniyersity, to 
he 6i;empted from all episcopal jurisdiction, 
and on this ground he refused to obey. Nor 
If as this probably his only reason : for he 
ImmI obtained information that a plot h^ 
been laid by Ae prelates to seize his person 
OA bis road to the court ; an<]!^he may haye 
thought it his duty not to expose his life 
▼oluQtaiily to danger. 

Disappointed in getting the person of 
Wydilfe into his power, or in his not hav- 
ing appeared as summoned before his eccle- 
siastical superiors, the archbishop did not 
rest satisfied with the steps which we have 
just mentbned. He addressed a letter to 
the Inshop of Lincoln, the diocese in which 
Lutterworth was situated, (as well as to 
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other preUttes), enjoining tliat ^* no 
from henceforth, of what estate or condition 
soever, do hold, preach, or defend the fore- 
said heresies and errors, or any of th«n ; 
and that none be admitted to preach thatis 
prohibited, or not sent to preach, under 
pain of the greater excommunieatiMi.'*^ A 
similar command was laid upon the aniTer- 
sity of Oxford. But in neither of these 
applications does the primate seem to have 
been successful. As we hear of no steps 
having been taken by the bishop of liii- 
coin, we are warranted in concluding that 
none were adopted ; and we know that the 
university, instead of having recourse to 
measures against him, were favourable both 
to himself and to his opinions. The truth 
is, the chancellor, William de Berton, al- 
ready mentioned, was now no more, and 
had been succeeded by Robert Rigge, — 
a scholar, who exposed himself to much 
inconvenience and suffering from his attach- 
ment to the Reformer's doctrines. The 
chancellor was supported by a minority of 
the members of the university ; indeed so 
fearlessly was this leanmg avowed, that.two 
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ckrgymen who, at difiierent times, were 
preacluiig before the chancellor and his col^ 
kagiies, pronounced in their discourses a 
passionate eulogy <m the character and the 
general doctrines of the rector of Lutter- 
WOTth. 

Under such circumstances, the prelates 
and dergy applied to the civil power, and 
preferred to the king a series of complaints 
against this obnoxious Reformer, against his 
doctrine, and against his supporters ; which 
last were designated Lollards — a name 
which had long been applied to certain sec- 
taries on the continent, and which was un- 
derstood to eiqpress every thing that waa 
erroneous and degraded.* Thirteen here- 
tical artides were specified as being abetted 
or promulgated by them; and such was 
dw influence of the accusers, that the sanc- 
tion of the king and the house df peers was 
obtained to a statute providing for the pu- 
nishment of the variable crime denominated 
heresy. The conduding clause of this sta- 
tute is as follows: <^ It is ordained and 

* For some particulRrs respecting the term LoHard^ 
see AppendlXt ^ 
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assented in this present pariiam^it, tb«t 
royal commissions be made and directed to 
the sheriiBTs and the ministers of our sove- 
reign lord the king, or other sufficient pn*- 
sons learned, and according to the certifies^ 
tions of the prelates, tP arrest all preachers 
whose sermons contain heresies and noto- 
rious errors, and also their favourers, main* 
tainers, and abettors, and to hold them in 
arrest and strong prison till they will jus-* 
tify themselves according to the law and 
reason of holy church.''^ This statute, which 
was privately or rather surreptitiously ob- 
tained, and which rendered the civil au Ao- 
rities of the kingdom the passive instni* 
ments of a persecuting church, was pub- 
lished under the pretended authority of an 
act of parliament. But such was the po- 
pularity of WyclifiFe's opinions in the house 
of commons, that they positively refused 
their assent to any such law ; and it was 
probably owing to this circumstance that, 
though peremptory commands were again 
laid on the university of Oxford, and other 
harsh steps taken, the enactment in ques- 
tion was never carried into effect. 
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We have not time, nor would it be edi- 
fying to pursue these persecuting proceed- 
ingd much farther. In most of the biogra- 
phies of Wycliffe, an account of them occu* 
pies an ample place, and the narrative which 
thst account forms is, from the nature of 
the subject, extremely dry, obscure, and 
uninteresting. Under every circumstance, 
the words of St. Paul are not inapplicable 
to our Reformer : ^^ He was troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed ; he was per- 
plexed, bujt not in despair; persecuted, but 
not finrsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed ; 
always bearing about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in his body.^ 

But of the last effort that was made to 
crush him we cannot refrain from giving a 
brief account. He was summoned to ap- 
pear before a convocation of prelates and 
clergy at Oxford, consisting of the most 
eminent and influential members of the 
church, and some doctors of the univer- 
sity, " Around them,*" says Mr. Vaughan, 
whose account is the only full and direct 
one, ^< the laity w^re crowded as auditors, 
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Tmmaij interested in' the itmga of Ae 
meetiiig. Befoie thk inpodiig ansjr of 
moAatky and leaiming, aB mandnUed 
agiintt him» stood the xector of LuttesN 
worth. Move dum forty years had maw 
eUpsed sinee Oxfoxd had first become 
pleasiiigly connected widi his sympathies. 
Through that long period, it had been moee 
or less his home; and Tiewing it as an 
establishment formed to nurse the inteUeet 
q£ the nation in subservience to religion 
and philanthropy, he had always been 
among the foremost to defend its jurisdie- 
tion as independent of foreign control, 
especially of that which proceeded from 
the papacy. He was now grey with age, 
or rather, peAaps, as the eflRMt of those 
religious solicitudes and that mental acti- 
vity, which appears always to have sur* 
passed the ability of his feebler nature^ and 
to have been constantly exposing him to 
the inroads of disease. The place in whidi 
he now appeared, and under the charge 
of so much delinquency, had frequently 
echoed to the uttenmoe of his praise fay 
admiriiq; converts; and to the aouftd of 
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im Toice as. the. advpcUe of doctriaes «d- 
dearod to the purer ages of the chiHrcb. 
Nor IB it to be supposed that his numeioiut 
fofiowers had become suddenly ^tiact. 
His eady patron, the duke of Lanea8tev» 
BOir indeed showed lokewarmness to his 
amse, ioasmuch as he advised him in all 
dbotrinal points, to submit to the decision 
of die prdates. At this moment, in truth, 
ihe scale of power had so much descended 
m favour of the established superstitions, 
that, like another Elijah, the Reformer 
stood apparently alone amid the generation 
of his- countrymen. StUl,. while certain 
•infecting recdlections were doubtless fresh 
within him ; and while his present circutn- 
«taiices were quite alarming enough to 
have shaken even an extraordinary mind, 
such was his conviction of the goodness of 
Im cause that his firmness remained wholfy 
unbroken. The aspect of things at this 
moment presented a powerful test both, to 
the integrity and the energy of his charac- 
ter 3 and the result has placed him am<Hig 
the fiftost distinguished of professors. To 
have denied . bis doctrine on -the eu- 
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•httmfc, or indeed flimply to hate zMmmi 
ficom teachiis^ it, would have been to c&b^ 
tiDue flheltexed from the hostility lai ^ 
cbwcb^ by the power of otte who was ^afl 
^ second man in the kingdom. To pro* 
oeod in oqiosing the weakness and impiety 
of the received opinions <m thai sms»* 
menty— <and this in of^ositiim to the aeci<^ 
oos osppositiMi of the Duke of Lancaatex^ 
l^taa deliberately to encounter the unbtUM 
jfuiki^iAeace of bis enemies^ The latter 
QQisne, whatever it might cost him, waa the 
o^jfiet of his chmoe. The truth is, the 
oommands of the duke affected his puv*. 
poses in no degzee more than the injuoe*^ 
tkms of the primate. He had resolved, aft 
every risk, to hold ftst the profession of hia 
finth witlK>ut wavering, and he waa ready^ 
Ikt all times, to give to those who maght 
apk k, a reaam of the belief that br estciw 



• Thus uiimated and thus resolved^ lie 
entered upon his defenoe, and '^ like an 
qbftinate heretic,^ we are told, ^' he refetr 
od all the doctors of the second jmatomry*'^ 
In addbion to thia oral excidpation^ 1m 
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gare in written confessions, conUdniag Ae 
most distinct announcement of Vhat im 
had previously taught relative to the sa^ 
crampnt Of these confessions there was 
one copy in Latin, another in English« 
He &nst treats the question in a scholastic 
style, suited to the taste of the more leam^ 
ed of his judges ; while the English doctt* 
meat touches but distantly on the diktine-i 
lions of the schools, and is framed to meet 
the popular apprehension. It was not vat* 
usual to exact confession firom suspected 
persons in this double form ; and had these 
of Wydiffe disclosed any abandonmmt of 
opinion, both wpuld probably have been 
fsad with studied publicity in die schook 
of the university and from the pulpits of 
the clergy. 

But though Wycliffe not only renewed 
his attack on the doctrines of the Roman 
diurch respectmg the sacrament, and 
though he reiterated his own opuiion on 
that subject with as much uncompromising 
boldness as he had ever displayed, yet he 
has most unjustly been described as re** 
canting his sentimants^ ^^ It st31 con* 
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tinues,'" says Mr. Vaughan, << to be re- 
peated, tad has been made the ground of 
insinuations designed to fix on our re- 
former the charge of disingenuousness and 
timidity. This kind of proceeding onay 
sometimes have arisen from weakness or 
misapprehension; in others, from indo- 
lence ; and in many, it is difficult to view 
it but as the effect of that imperfect reve- 
rence for truth, commonly the result of 
party zeal. The denial, indeed, of tran- 
substantiation in the above documents is 
too evident to require farther notice ; and 
if there are expressions in both which be- 
tray some hesitation of thought as to the 
precise manner in which the body and 
blood of Christ are really present with 
their visible emblems in th^ ordinance of 
the Lord^s Supper, it is certain that these 
expressions were by no means peculiar to 
the. present crisis. A subject upon which, 
more than a century afterwards, the vigo- 
rous mind of Luther, aided as it was by 
the increased lights which arose from the 
advanced state of knowledge, could not dis- 
c&m the truth, can hardly be expected to 

Digitized by Google 



JOHN WYCLIPFE. tSl 

hnire been any thing but perplexed and 
intricate to his great precursor. But' 
though he might not perhaps have seen 
the truth clearly, he discovered and ex- 
posed the absurdity of the Romish doc- 
trine on the subject. 

But, whatever may have been the light 
which he enjoyed relative to the true nature 
of the Holy Supper, that light was sufS- 
cient to reveal to him the errors and cor- 
ruptions that attached to this sacred ordi- 
nance, and to expose him to the reproba- 
tion of his judges. But the convocation, 
however guilty they reckoned him, were at 
a loss what steps to adopt. They knew 
that he had obtained no mean place in 
the affections of the people; they were 
aware that not a few of the most learn- 
ed and the most respectable persons of 
the nation held him in high estimation 
and reveraice ; and that among these, in 
addition to the Duke of Lancaster, were 
<he Queen-Mother, the Duke of Gloucester, 
brother to Lancaster, the Queen of the 
reigning Sovereign, and many others of 
great power and h%h rank. WycM^, 
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indeed^ expresses liis thaakfulness dhut 
** many knights favouxed the gospel, and 
had a mind to read it in English.^ The 
high fiiendships and patronage which he 
eigoyed must have greatly annoyed hia 
enemies. But it is not easy for vengeaaoe 
to sleq^'or to be eradicated. They ap^ied 
to the king and to the Lord Chancdlpr.^ 
The weak monarch was easily gained over ; 
and the chanceUor was afaready prepossessed 
against this alleged heretic and his doc- 
trines; and the result was, that in July 
1382, letters patent from the king were 
directed to the heads of the university, con- 
demning Wycliffe, his doctrines, and hia 
followers, and suspending himself from all 
his official duties. His connexion with 
Oxford was thus dissolved. He was now 
old and infirm ; and he still had hia rectory, 
where he might live in peace and security, 
and where he mi^ht carry on hb opposition 
to papal errors, and ^^ preach Jesus Christ 
and him crucified." He seems not, there- 
fore, to have opposed the royal will in sus- 
pending him from his ^ademical duties : 
he consented to forsakaihat vjeneraUe pbce 
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where his youth had been spent, where 
truth had first shown to him her divine 
countenance, and where his triumphs over 
Anti-christ had been gained. He retired 
under the humble but elevating conscious- 
ness of not having laboured in vain, and of 
having been honoured to extend the know- 
hd^ of the gospel of Christ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

H&w he employed himself at Luttertoarffi^^WriU 
ingtjuUhfuUy performmg the duties of his sacred 
office^ and resisting the dominum of Aati-Christ, 
^'^Summoned to appear before the Popej-^SLis 
Reply, — His Death and Character. — Progress 
of his opinion. 

When he retired to Lutterworth, he did 
not, though borne down by age and infir- 
mity, relinquish the arduous work of refor- 
mation in which he had so long been en- 
gaged. On the contrary, he did not relax 
in this great work till the day of his death. 
He composed several treatises in his retire- 
ment, and in them he reiterated all the 
opinions he had previously enforced regard- 
ing the secular and worldly policy, and the 
doctrinal errors of the church of Rome. 
He felt a confidence which never fiuled him, 
that the holy Sphit of God would promote 
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the cause of tniih and of godHneiB^tluit Iw 
would blesa his own work, and that firom 
partial and present evil he would ultimately 
educe good. *^ Truly aware I am,^ saya 
he, ^ that the doctrine of the gospel may 
for a season be trampled under foot ; that 
it may be overpowered in high places ; and 
even suppressed by the threatenings of 
Anti-dmst. But equally sure I am, that 
it shall sever be extinguished ; for it is the 
leeording of truth itself, * Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but so shall not my 
words.'^'^ He looked upon himself as a 
ftHow-worker with Christ ; and he was will, 
ing, therefore, both to labour and to sufBer 
rqpsoadi, because he trusted in the living 
God, whd is the Saviour of all men, espe- 
cially of those that believe."^ 

Nor did he spend his time in the com-* 
position of treatises for the more extended 
diseeminatioh of his opinions. Helaboured 
aa fidthfttUy in the vineyard as a parish 
minister, as if such duties had alone occu- 
pied his attention. He was ardently da^ 
voted to the disdinge of the sacred ftme*^ 
tions, notwithatanding of the infirmttiea^ 
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vbicfa sickness snd old age had faroii|^ 
upon him. He always shoved himself ready 
to spend and be spent in the cause of his 
Uessed Redeemer. << He watched in all 
things; he prayed without ceasing; he 
endured afflictions ; he did the work of an 
evangelist; he was instant in season and 
out of season ; he made full proof of his 
ministry ; under the influence of the hdly 
8^t he li^boured to win souls to Chiial, 
who might be to him a crown of joy and 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord.^ 
; Meantime, while he was thus faithful and 
devout, he was again called to engage in 
the discussions of the church. We have 
already alluded to the disputed election of 
popes ; and that two, Clement and Urban, 
violently urged their respective claims to 
the keys of St. Peter. France acknow- 
ledged the auihori^ of the former ; while 
England recognised that of the latter.--^ 
After spiritual weapons had failed, recourse 
was had to. carnal war&re. And Engbad 
was applied to, and consented to aiter upon 
a crusade agamst France as the patron of 
tbe rival Pope. . This unhappy state of 
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autlteni roused the holy mdignation of 
Wychffe) who endearoured, though un« 
sttccessfiiUj, in two separate treatises, to 
open the eyes of his countrymen, and to 
dieck the unchristian warfare to which they 
were so improperly called. He condemns 
his superstitious and ambitious countrymen 
lor availing themselves of the seal and ban*- 
ner of Christ, which is a token of peace, 
mefcy, and charity, for the destruction of 
Christians, out of love to two false priests, 
who aie open Anti-christ, who, to maintain 
Aeir worldly state, are willing to oppress 
Christendom worse than ever the Jews ^ 
old did.'' ^< Why would not the proud 
priest of Rome grant fiill pardon to aU 
mem to five in peace, and eharity, and pa- 
tience, as he doth to all men to fight and 
sbsy their brethren ?'' 
' The M^dicants, his ancient enemies^ 
had very warmly espoused the cause of 
Urban, whose chums .England had re- 
cognised. Wydiffe renewed hostilities 
with them, both on the grounds on which 
be had formerly attacked them, and incon- 
aequeace of the part they acted in r^^ to 
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die sohbm of the papacy. He treated dwia 
with that freedom and severity whidi he 
thought they deseryed, and which they 
could not but feel. He '< rebuked them 
sharply,^ probably hoping ^' that they^ 
might yet, through divine gnce» be sound 
in the fUth.'' 

But such reforming seal could not kmger 
be displayed with impunity. It is not.im* 
probable, indeed^ that ere this time he would 
have been exposed to imprisonment ordeatli^ 
had not the hi^est persons in the kingdma 
been £ivoarable to him, and the Chzistiaa 
world been divided by the schism of the 
Popes. He knew that, even after his bo» 
tkement to Lutterworth, the continnanoe cef 
his personal liberty^ or even of bis life^ was 
owing not to the inclination, bnl d>e weak* 
ness, of his enemies. Indeed he iSxpectod 
that ere he was called fi;oai the worid^ tbeir 
power would be equal to theur maKe% sod 
that he would be the vicidm of their ctift* 
dty. Yet he was not tbe less undaunted 
in enforcmg truth and resisting error. *^hsk 
die blow M^"" says he. << Enough I kww 
of the men whesa I oppose, of the tnes on. 
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whidi I aln thrown, and of the mysterious 
providence which relates to our sinftd race, 
to expect that the stroke will ere long des- 
cend. But my purpose is unalterable. I 
wait its coming.^ 

That crisis seemed now arrived. Urban, 
incensed undoubtedly by the decided steps 
Wycli£fe had recently taken in regard to 
the schism of the popedom, as well as by 
his former attacks on the papal church, 
summoned him to appear with all speed at 
Avignon and answer for his heresies. This 
olMioxious Reformer, when he received this 
dtation, was labouring under that disease 
which soon terminated his days. He was 
unable to obey the siunmons ; but the an- 
swer whkh he returned to it, and which was 
written under the impression that he was on 
the verge of the grave, is extremely solemn, 
interesting and characteristic. It may bO; 
r^arded as the last legacy of this great and 
good man to the church and to the world. 

♦ ♦ ♦ " If I might travel in my own 
person, I would, with God^s will, go to the 
Pope. But Christ will needs have me go 
in a contrary direction ; and he has taught 
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me that obedience is due rather to God Ami 
man. And I suppose that our Pope iriU 
not take the part of Anti-Christ, and oppose 
Christ in tins, woridng against his holjr 
will ; for if he by himself, or by any of fate 
servants, repeat this summons, against all 
reason, and go on unskilfully to pursue diis 
citation, then he is open Anti-christ. And 
as merciful intenticms did not excuse Peter 
from bring by Christ called Satan, neither, 
by a far stronger consequence, wffl blind 
intent and wicked counsel excuse the Pope 
in this matter; so that if he ask of true 
priests that they should travel, more than- 
they may by reason of infirmity, there can 
be no reason given why we should not es* 
teem him Anti^Christ: for our belief teaches 
us that our blessed God suffers us not to be 
tempted more than we may. How shouUF 
a man ask such service? And thereftve 
pray we to God tor our Pope, Urban the 
Sixth, that his holy intentions be not 
quenched by his enemies. And Christ, 
that cannot lie, says that the enemies of U 
man be especially those of his own houses 
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hMi which sAying holds true both of man 
and fiends."^ 

N<^ was the impression that death was 
ao near unfounded. Though his character- 
istic ardour and boldness seemed unimpair- 
ed, he had long beoi sinking under a mortal 
disease, and was fiut approaching his latter 
4nd. During his last days he availed him- 
adf of the assistance of a curate, who acted 
also in the capadty of his amanuensis; but 
he never himself discontinued his labours. 
On the contrary, he was employed in ad- 
ministering the holy sacrament of the sup. 
per when he was attacked by a palsy, a dis- 
ease he had long been labouring under, and 
which now for the first time deprived him 
of speech and consciousness. This hap- 
pmed on the last day of Decemb^, ISM, 
He lingered for three days ; when he breath- 
ed his last, and fell asleep in Jesus. Thia 
eventtoqkplace in the sixtieth year of hisage. 

Thus lived and thus £ed John WycBflfe ; 
*^ that Englishman,^ to use the words of 
Milton, <^ honoured of God to be the first 
preacher of a general Reformation to all 
Europe." 
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Of his perdonal appearance no very au- 
thentic account has been handed down to 
us. In figure, if we may judge from the 
pictures that remain of him, he appears to 
have been of a good height and command- 
ing presence. His features were high ; his 
eyes deep set, and shaded by thick eye- 
brows. He generally wore a plain dark 
russet gown, similar to that used by friars, 
and a doctor's cap on his head. His hair, 
towards the end of his life, was grey, and 
his beard, which was large and venerably 
white, flowed down upon lus breast. 

Of his works we have spoken frequently 
as we proceeded with our narrative. They 
are extremely numerous, insomuch that we 
are told that upwards of two hundred Vo- 
lumes, "Written by him, were at one time 
committed to the flames in Bohemia. They 
were almost all composed in Latin. About 
twelve of them have been printed ; the re- 
mainder are still in manuscript, of which 
some are extremely rare ; of others the title 
only is known. Some of them are solely 
doctrinal or practical, as his Exposition of 
the Decalogue : but the greater part are 
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polemical^ and were meant to resist and ex- 
pose the errors and corruptions, both theo- 
lo^cal and secular, of popery. They all 
do honour to him, both as a man of talents 
and learning, and as a Christian and Re* 
former; and under the divine blessing, they 
accomplished, in.no small degree, the great 
object which they were meant to serve.* 

Of his character we do not think it ne- 
cessary to say much in addition to what 
we have stated in the course of our narra- 
tive. Our readers must already be well 
acquainted with it. It was eminently dis- 
tinguished by great discrimination of judg- 
ment, by an inseparable opposition to what- 
ever he looked upon as error, by as strong 
an adherence to what he conceived was 
truth, and by a disregard to every personal 
ccmsideration, to every personal danger in 
condemning the one and in promoting the 
other. He rose far above the prejudices 
and superstition of his age. He inculcat- 
ed the necessity of the exercise of private 

* Various catalogues of his works have been given» 
but that by Vaughan is by far the most perfect and 
satisfi^tory. 

P 
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at, »ad man^s isdividuiil ] 
U^ an the great day of aooounta, Md ef « 
peraonal and saving acquaintance vith that 
Book which alone << make wise unto palv»» 
ticm.^ In promoting those great olgecCs,-— f 
in promoting the ^ory of Oodand tTiniifJi 
of true and undefiled rdigion, he was 
ready, nay, desirous to spend and to be 
^cnt He had about him the spirit >iiid 
diaracteristics of a Christiaii martyr. He 
IiTed eren in daily expectation of martyr^ 
dam, and he was not unwiUing, if such bad 
baen the divine determinatioii, that bia 
^bbod should have been mingled wilih hie 
aaerifioes.^ His personal piety conrespond* 
fd widi his puUic profession ; and he !•» 
bouied moat asaiduously by prayer and 
dependence on divine aid, that while he 
tried to save others and to enlighten the 
worldy he night not bimsdf be a caat^ 
awny.*" 

- Hia kaming was great He waa net 
only skilled in the canon and civil laws^ 
and in the municipal law of England, but 
Ilia theological attainments were &r superior 
to his age. Every department dT the Chria* 
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tin system he studied with equal aidour 
and soocest. To him, u before noticed, 
ire owe Ae fifst trmdatian of the Biblei 
Mid not onl J did he do this, but he advo* 
cated die right of the people to possess 
and ¥esd it in their own language. 

Though Wydiffe was the first great ad- 
vocate of the necessity of reformation, it 
was not his lot to bring about that great 
event. The age in which he lived was not 
suffidently enl^tened for that object to 
be accomplished. The errors and fiudnak 
tions of popery were 3ret too deeply rooted 
to be fblly eradicated by the eflPorts of one 
man, however great or assiduous Aese 
night be. But though not eradicated they 
were shaken; and the opinion, often re- 
peated, is not unfounded, that, if Wydift 
had not lived, neither Hues nor Jerome, 
nor even Luther or Calvin might perhaps 
have been known. Though he was not 
himself very successfol, he paved the way 
for success— of which others availed them* 
selves in carrying to p^pftction the glorieas 
work he had begun. He never, properly 
speaking, entirely wiliidfew from the filkJi 
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in wluch he had been educated; but he 
powerfully and perse venn^y .i^Lposed aL* 
most ail its heresies and corruptions. H« 
stripped the Pope of all theimposuoig and 
feotitious attributes which had be^ cqo* 
ferred upon him : he undermined the foun- 
dation on which the Roman hierarchy was 
plaoed, as it respected its head» its pdestSf 
its monastic orders, its secular preteasionc^ 
and its religious errors. No point escaped 
hk reprehension ; the invocation of ^anits— ^ 
purgatory, and masses for the dead-»rthe 
w<nrship of imi^ges — auricular confe scion ■ 
the doctrines of indulgences — ^the ceUbacy- 
of the deigy, — all these and almost c^very 
other error, however minute, by which tha 
chui^h of Rome was distingiiished, he at- 
tacked and e]qK>sed- That he did not en?, 
tinely forsake that corrupt and unscriptu^d, 
church was partiy owing to the age in 
which he was cast not. being suffidepit^ 
enlightened to go along with him; aiM} 
purtly also, because, though he di4 detect 
and refute the errors in question, and 
though he saw what was wrong, he yet dj4 
not always set the truth in that clear light 
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wldch was necenaty in order to ^iFect a 
complete Reformation. The assertion, how* 
ever, of Malanchthon, that WycUffe waa 
« ignorant of the righteousness of faith,^ is 
odmpletely unfounded. That doctrine was 
Us favourite theme, to which he delighted 
to refer, and on which all his hopes and 
principles were founded. The copious ex- 
tracts we have given from his works fully 
wanrant that view of the subject which we 
entertain: Nor indeed has the assertion 
«f Melanchthon obtained the sanction of a 
ringle author competent to form an impar- 
tial ju^^ment on the subject. 

But though WydifFe was allowed to die 
in peace, and his bones to be gathered to 
his flitbers, the persecuting spirit which 
had pursued him during his Me was not 
yet eztnict. The famous coundl of Con- 
stance, which assembled in 1415, found 
that his doctrines were not only not eradi- 
eated, but were spreading, and had passed 
ever fiom England to the continent He 
was liunsdf beyond the reach of their ec- 
eknaatical thunder, and their kve or their 
hataed. Yet Ib^ passed a resdution that 
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John WydifFe had died an obstinate here- 
tic ; and they decreed that his memoiy 
nhould be pronounced infiunous, and that 
his bones, if distinguishable fiom those of 
the faithful, should be raised fimm the 
^rave where they had lain undisturbed ilor 
thirty yews, to be cast on a dunghill at a 
distance ftom all Christian sepuldures. This 
barbarous and infiunous revenge remaiiied 
unexecuted for fourteen years, at the end 
of whidi time it was carried into effiwt. 
His body was dismterred; it was burnt to 
powder ; and that no trace of it might re- 
main, it was cast into the Swifib, a small 
stream that washes the Tillage of Lutter- 
worth. About the same time also his writ« 
ings were committed to the flames at Ox- 
ford, as well as on the continent, as if tibis 
could annihilate his labours, or stop the pnK> 
gress of truth. 

But no such infamous proceedings could 
arrest the progress of the doctrines'he had 
taught ; it was indeed because these doe- 
trines were prospering that such proceed- 
ings took place. The truth is, the gospel, 
from his time, and owing to his bboui8».be- 

Digitized by Google 



JOHN WYCL1FF£. 175 

gan ^' to have ftee course and to be glorifi- 
ed/^ We have already seen that during 
kis life, he enjoyed the patronage of some of 
the most distinguished persons, among 
whom were the Duke of Lancaster, and Ann 
of Bohemia, queen of Richard II. — and 
it is mentioned that before his death, one 
half of the nation had, in a greater or less 
d^ree, embraced his opinions. This happy 
slate of things did not terminate at his de- 
cease. Notwithstanding violent measures 
adopted by the Russian church to put an 
end to them, the reformed doctrines con* 
tinned to flourish and gain ground. They 
were imbibed and promoted by the most 
powerftd families in the kingdom, and they 
made thdr way to the most remote pro- 
yinces of it Many were exposed to per- 
secutbn, some even suffered martyrdom 
for their adhering to these doctrines, but 
the glorious cause in which they suiBfered 
spread and became triumphant. It extend- 
ed its happy influences, not only to the 
sister kingdom of Scotland, but to various 
parts of the continent of Europe, parti- 
cularly Bohemia; and, in the process of 
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time, the durkness of popevy, tlnough thie 
means, was gradually expelled, and the 
doctrines of the go^pdl were introduced in 
all their purity and eAiIgence. Wydiffe^ 
we repeat it, was a man <^ honouzed of God 
to be the first preacher of a general Refor- 
mation to all Europe^ and his name de^ 
serves probably the hij^hest place among 
those who, by their writings, their example^ 
and their labours, have done most to pro* 
mole the c»use of the gospd, and dm 
dearest iat^nest of mankind, in the wodd. 
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SPBCDIBN OP VfYCUm^S TRANSLATION. 

And the thridde day weddingis weren made in 
the Cane of Galilee, and the modir of Jhesus was 
there. And Jhesns was cleped, and hise disciplis 
to the weddingis. And whanne wijn ftilide, tho 
modir of Jhtesns seide to him, wdi haa not wjjik 
And Jhesus seide to hir, what to me and to thee, 
wonunan? Myn our cam not yit. Hise modir 
mth to the myn]rstri8 what eaer thing he seje to 
yon» do ye. And there "weren set sixe stoonen 
4»nnes aftir the densing of the Jewis, holdinge edi 
tweyne dther thre metretis. And Jhesus seith 
to hem, fill ye up the pottis with water, and tha 
filliden hem up to the mouth. And Jhesus saide 
to hem, drawe ye now, and here ye to the archie 
tridyn, and thei baren. And whanne all the 
architriclyn hadde tastid the water maad wijn, and 
wiste not whereof it was, but the mynistris wisten 
that drawen the water, the architriclyn depith the 
q^use, and seith to him, ech man settith first good 
wijn ; aad whanne men ben fillid, than that that 
is worse : but thou hast kept thi good wijn unto 
this tyme. Jhesus did tUs the bigynsyng of 
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mgsm ia the Gnie of G«lilM, mi Mhiiriiie his 
gloiye: aiidhiseditGi{ili»bileiieden inhin. f f* 
John, chi^ ii 

iOtLARDS. 

** Many writers are greatly mistaken concerning 
IJm origin of the term LoUard. Pope Gregory 
XL(in«Mlheariiigda«eia77, aftdsent to Qz- 
lord for the pmpose of getting Widdiff giyen np 
t» tha onato^ of the AreU[>ishop of Gaaterbnry) 
tamenti that the univenlty are so indolent as t» 
msSfst tar€$ to spring np among the pai« wheat of 
the iflnstriens liMd of tiMr learned semmary. 
M/ttKtKn tMtMTjpvfVfli frUMMMi* y y UenoSy por**^ 
hips, ttie raaacm why owr csnoiiist Lymrood says 
llat tibe LalMh danired iMr iwme from th« 
Latin wwd I41H1ML C9ianoer seeuto have enter- 
tlAnedia simihuf opinion (Pr<il to the IS^ipmatt^^ 
UdeJ. Others hare asiefted that tlie Lolkrds 
were so oalled from Wsltar LeBuC Bnt here 
they have approprhHed a iMne fo w^ inditidiial 
whieh was i^^tted indtHhtently to varions refigU 
COS osmnHinkies. Waller the LoUard was a Gep^ 
man divine (a leader and champion of <lie Beg- 
hstds ; which woid means a peieon iwnaricaihle for 
plsty,) who was immt as a heretie at Cc^ogne ni 
the year 18^. iThe probable and most satisAMSto- 
ry aooonnt of the origin of the term in qnestion is 
to be found iil Sfoaheim." fBabti^s Mem&in of 
JDr.jri^^Sta^fMf). Tlie opinidn of MoAebi is 
as'foHowai 
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« Tk^ierm LoUMtmt tft iMUkard (erai tile »- 
eient Qeemm» wratt it, LoUtriy LuUertJ h ooni-* 
pmniiMl of tlie old Gemim woi4 LuSeny ZoUm, 
Zallen, wni. Hie ireU'^mown termimition hartL 
LoBen <nr Xu /^ signifies to sm^ with a low Toiee. 
It is yet used in the same seme amoag the Eaglis)^ 
who aaj lu^f chsleepy which s%m£es to skig axf 
One into a dtnmher with a sweet indistinet Toiee. 
The word is also used in the same sense amoiij 
the Flemings, Swedes, and other nations. Amoof 
the Ctennans hoth the sense and pronimeiatkm of 
it have ondeigone some aherrations ; for they say 
LaUen, whieh 8%nifies to prononnoe indistinetilyy 
or stammer* LoQard, therefore, is a singer, oroD# 
who frequently sings. For as the word Begger^ 
which unirenaBy signMes to request any thfn|f 
fervently, is applied to derotiottal reqaests or 
pnrjrer, and, in the stricter sense in winch It is used 
hy liie Germans, denotes pta3rh^ fenrenfly ta €k>d ; 
in the same manner 13m word LoUen is trtmsferred 
from a c^mmion to a sacred song, and signifies, in 
its most limited sense, to sign a hynuL Lolkapdt 
therefore, in the vulgar tongue of the ancient 
Grermans, denotes a person who is continually 
praising God with a song,, or signing hynms to his 
honour. * In the sameyeolr* (1309,) says the ai^^ 
thor of Gesta PmUificum, * certain strolling hy- 
pocrites, who were called Lollards^ or praisers of 
God, deceived some women of quality in Hainanlt 
and Brabant.* Because those who praised God 
generally did it (a verse, to praite God, in the 
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Latin style of the middle ages, meant to sing^ to 
him; and such as were frequently employed in 
acts of adoration, were called religions singers ; 
and, as prayers and hymns are regarded as a cer- 
tain external sign of piety towards God^ those who 
aspired to a more than ordinary degree of piety and 
religion, and for that purpose were more frequently 
occupied in singing hymns than others, were call^ 
ed Lollards, Whereupon this word acquired the 
same meaning with the learned Beghard, which 
denoted a person remarkable for piety." — ("Eccle- 
eiagHcal History, UX. 317-«. Lond. 1826.) 

The Roman clergy and church being exasperat- 
ed at such a class of people, and wishing to blacken 
their character as much as possible, converted the 
word LoUardy fr^m being iqpplied merely in a re- 
ligious sense, into a term of reproach in other mat- 
ters. It was applied to heresy, hypocrisy, and 
crime of every description. Hence, it was used 
in reference both to the early opponents to popery 
on the continent, and to the followers of Wycliffe 
in England. ( Vide ui 8iupr<i,J 
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